January 2019 - Happy New
Year!

Teatowel image - courtesy Marks and Spencer.

Balgreen Allotments Have
Lain Dormant For
Decades. So Here's A
Proposal

Balgreen allotments at the turn of the century, somewhere beneath that
fireweed.

The site at Balgreen known as "Pansy Walk" was closed in 1999 to
make way for the ill-fated Central Edinburgh Rapid Transport project.
This never happened and the site was left derelict (see picture) until the
development of the tram project when it became a storage yard.
Currently it stores miles of tram rails destined for the York Place to
Newhaven extension (or not).
The land is still designated as green space and would need government
approval for any change. It has excellent fencing and the water pipes
are probably still there in the ground. It would make an ideal allotment
site again and could be configured exactly to the specific needs of the
surrounding community. It is flat and therefore could be made
accessible to all.
There are 2697 people on the Edinburgh waiting list. It is doubtful that
they all actually want a full-sized allotment of 250 square metres.
People want a space to grow food and there is no waiting list for a half
plot or a smaller raised bed - they all simply have to apply for "an

allotment". The waiting lists might be less daunting if the number of
people who would be happy with something smaller could be more
accurately determined.
FEDAGA would like to suggest that Edinburgh Council should
analyse its waiting lists. They should try to determine what size of
plot people actually want and how far they are prepared to travel to
get a plot.
The Pansy Walk allotment site would make an ideal "pilot project" to
help with this analysis. The local community could be canvassed to
determine their wishes. The site is right next to the foot of an
embankment carrying the main Edinburgh to Glasgow line and so is
probably not really suitable for housing. The local Murrayfield
Community Council supports its return to genuine green space. The
primary school next door could benefit either by establishing their own
growing spaces or at the very least having visits so children can see
where peas come from.
Meanwhile, there is a brief photo album (click here) of what the former
site looks like today - and it makes a sorry prospect. Anyone can walk
onto the old allotment through a gap in the fence and there is evidence
of chemicals having been spilled and general mindless vandalism. The
site, contrary to the prominent notice, appears not to be guarded at all.
FEDAGA contacted the Council and were reassured that the chemicals
stored there are "not hazardous".

Making Plans For
Maintaining Sites

Get it fixed!

Each year FEDAGA asks all Council allotment sites to let us
know of maintenance and repair issues that you would like the
Allotment Oﬃcer to deal with. As the list will always far exceed
the resources available it makes sense to work together to
prioritise requests so that the most pressing are dealt with
first. To help you formulate your "wish list" it is worth noting
that matters relating to security and safety are considered to
have priority.
Already we are aware of a request to have more tree work
done at Warriston to reduce shade. Also, we hear from various
sites that noticeboards are becoming unusable and potentially
unsafe. The hinges are rusting up and breaking and they are
also leaking leading to the board rotting and condensation
misting up the glass.
For ease of communication we'd appreciate it if requests for
sites could be made through oﬃcial channels. As a plotholder
the first step should be to have a word with your site
committee, or representative. (If you have no such
representation, here's an opportunity to do something about
that.)

SAGS Newsletter and
Workshop
The latest SAGS Newsletter is available here. It features pieces
about the Centenary Conference, how Fife is leading the way,
news from North Ayrshire, community allotments in Blane
Valley and much more.
Invitation to an Allotment and Growing Spaces Workshop
PAS, Scotland's leading active citizenship charity, is working
with SAGS to run a series of workshops exploring how
allotments and growing spaces can be incorporated into new
and existing development.
At each workshop SAGS' new draft Allotment Planning Guide
will be tested and your views on allotments in new
developments will be gathered.
You will also hear from local authorities and community groups
about their experiences in developing allotments and growing
spaces, as well as any barriers they face or have experienced
along the way.
The information gathered from these workshops will be used
to inform and refine the draft Allotment Planning Guide which
will thereafter be finalised and shared with local authorities,
community groups and developers to help shape future
allotment provision on the ground as well as good practice in
existing provision.
Edinburgh
· Date & time: Thursday 17 January 2019, 1pm – 4.30pm
· Venue: Findlay Room in B+B Edinburgh
Glasgow
· Date & time: Thursday 24 January 2019, 1.30pm – 5pm
· Venue: Gallery 2 in The Lighthouse, Glasgow
Dundee
· Date & time: Thursday 31 January 2019, 1pm – 4.30pm
· Venue: Room 2F15, Dalhousie Building, Dundee University
To book your place at one of these events, please email Laura
MacDonald - laura@pas.org.uk.

FEDAGA Rebate To Sites
Doubled

The FEDAGA Treasurer... Not.

At December's FEDAGA meeting it was decided that the
annual rebate for Council sites of £1 per plotholder be doubled
this year. We're doing this to promote grass-roots activity on
each site, enable community activity and - crucially - help to
boost site funds. However, before the payment is made details
of how many paid-up members on each site have been sought
from the Allotment Oﬃcer. This will ensure that the payment to
site associations properly reflects the correct number of paid
subscriptions.
Members on Council sites will be getting their annual invoices
in a couple of weeks' time. As noted in the previous Newsletter
the Council has decided to increase the plot rental again.
Membership subscriptions are remaining as they were. Please
make sure you pay your £2.50 subscription. £1 goes to your
site funds (plus £1 per head from FEDAGA this year). The
remainder goes to the Federation to ensure that all the work
we do can continue.
In addition to the various Discount Trading Schemes,
Allotment Shows and members activities you can participate
in, FEDAGA is a campaigning and advisory body promoting
allotments in and around Edinburgh. It is in everyone's selfinterest to be a member.

Vandalism: Warning And
Advice
Further to reports of break-ins at Claremont Park last year,
2018 ended with all of the sheds at Hutchison Loan being
broken into and items strewn around. Again, this was probably
the actions of misguided children. Plotholders have been
advised to report the damage and/or theft to the Police and
get an individual Incident Number so that each crime is
counted separately. As was suggested at a recent FEDAGA
meeting, locked doors give vandals the opportunity to do more
damage. And don't leave anything valuable or flammable there
either.
Each instance of vandalism is heartbreaking for the people
aﬀected. The only consolation is that it is usually episodic and
the novelty of destruction seems to wear oﬀ quickly.

The Ongoing Quest For
Water
Phil Dickson writes:
Things are looking promising with our quest to get a water
supply installed at Northfield. The Council funding panel
agreed to put the job on the list for the Neighbourhood
Partnership. They estimated it at £10k, which sounds like
enough to cover it.
The Neighbourhood Partnership rubber stamped it, I was at
that meeting. It's high up the list of priorities too, which seems
to matter. Now the job will get properly assessed and costed.
Next is the big meeting at City Chambers, at the end of
January, where it will get the final approval (or not).
If all goes as hoped then come the start of the spring we will
be a full allotment for the first time ever. Fingers crossed!

Video Of Inverleith Show

Louise Gray of Scottish Field magazine visits Inverleith allotments. (Pic: Angus Blackburn)

The January issue of Scottish Field has a piece about
Inverleith allotments. There's also a video which is worth a
look if only to remind yourself in the bleak midwinter of the joy
of harvesting on the plot in late summer/early autumn. Viewing
should be mandatory to boost mental health as the seratonin
and vitamin D levels drop away.
The site runs its own show which is always a lot of fun - and
the exhibits are very impressive. Last year the show celebrated
the centenary year of allotments in Inverleith Park. Small, local
site-specific shows are a great way to gather people together
and build our community. Watch the video here.

Communication
Breakdown
FEDAGA Secretary Liz Grace has reported severe spam issues
with her inbox lately. This is because her oﬃcial address
regularly appears here and can be picked up and used by
spambots. During a recent clearout she fears she may have
accidentally deleted at least one genuine enquiry from a
member. We are looking at how to improve the system, but
please bear in mind that if you haven't received a prompt reply
it may be that your email has been sorted into the spam box
and jettisoned.
So if you don't get a reply don't assume we're ignoring you.
Resend, and Liz will get back to you.

Trading News

18 sites have participated in this year's Potato and Onion
Trading Scheme, in which sites organise orders on behalf of
their members and come together to benefit from the savings
obtained by FEDAGA. The delivery is anticipated during the
third week of February. Our Trading Secretary will be in touch
with each site nearer the time to ensure that there will be
suﬃcient volunteers available to help with the sorting and
taking away of their orders.
Those who participate get a great discount (good for the
pocket) and the whole event is an opportunity for volunteers to
help their fellow plotholders (good for the soul). But 18 sites
represents around half of the aﬃliated sites. Where are the rest
of you?
One comment that may provide an answer is that a 2.5 kg bag
of potatoes can be rather a lot if you only have a half plot and
don't necessarily want a lot of potatoes. The obvious solution
is to share your bag around with your neighbours. Another is
to see if Kings Seeds are open to providing smaller quantities.
We have put this to them. They tell us that they will consider
this if other allotment associations around the UK start asking
for a similar service.
Now is the time to be perusing the Kings Seeds catalogue and
putting in your online orders. If you haven't already, join the
FEDAGA Seed Scheme for 45% oﬀ the retail price (plus a
further 10% on each order to your site association funds).
What's not to like?
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