February 2018: Running Out Of
Winter

It's that time of the year again, I'm fast running out of Winter.
The snowdrops are pushing up. The birds are noisy in the trees. There's
a definite change in the light, and there's a tangible scent in the air even
to my dulled nostrils. It's all wonderful, but I find myself thinking, "no not yet, please, just a bit more Winter - a couple of weeks, please".
It's not that I like cold and wet weather, and pitch dark nights that limit
how much I get on site in the wee window of time between work and
family.
Despite my best attempts, there's not much edible growing on my plot
at this time of year, but then the weeds also fall into a slumber and
don't grow as frantic. It's like trying to get a bit of housework done
while the Toddler's down for a nap. A rare window to get things tidied
up, to catch one's breath and plan for the next year.

Wintery Warriston Wonderland

The whole site seems smaller, more manageable. At the height of the
growing season it's a jungle, but after a good, hard frost all the greenery
shrinks back and reveals the bones of the landscape. You see the
shape and curve of the soil and path, the ancient relics cast away in the
wild spots of the site, and it opens your mind to possibilities you
couldn't consider in the warm days of summer, palms blistered and raw
from the hoe.
The wood that needs painted, the rubbish that needs cleared, they
stand out so much more starkly when there isn't life erupting and
sprouting, shouting "feed me", "tend me", "defend me" and little bits
get done here and there, but it's never enough.

F-f-f-freezing F-f-ferry Road

It whittles away your neighbours too. You look forward to seeing them
again with the warm weather, as perennial as the Daﬀodils, but each
Spring brings new faces on the site, and the sad loss and realisation
that someone's moved on one way or another.
I was once one of those new faces, though I'm not worried about being
missed when I go.
I'm running out of winter, but when I dwell on it the problem's not the
oh-so fast pace of the season's change, but the way I deploy the time
that I do have.
This year will be diﬀerent I tell myself.
As I do every Spring.
Here's hoping the coming season is a good one for you.
▪
Jack Frost.
The article above is also on the FEDAGA blog. This is a platform for
YOU. Please use it to vent your spleen, pass on veg lore, make
suggestions, muse awhile or simply tell us what you want. Click here to
read the blog. Click here to get in touch.

Last Chance For Cheap Compost

Forth Resource Management, who operate the Council's garden waste
collection service, have kept their prices low for allotment holders. We
have enjoyed a special discount of £5 a bag for the best part of a
decade. Obviously, this can't last.
From the start of March their prices will be going up. If you want to take
advantage of the allotment rate of £25 per 1 tonne bag (minimum order:
2 bags) then DO IT NOW! It is recommended that you club together
with neighbours to make the delivery worthwhile, or order through your
site committee.

Remember, the deadline for deliveries at the current price is 28th
February.
Forth Resource Management's website with contact details can be
seen here.

FEDAGA Shop News

Meet Willie Aitken, of Carrick Knowe - says Andrew Reid (Inverleith and SAGS). Willie has weighed
and bagged your onion set orders which are ready for collection from the FEDAGA Shop later in
the month.

The date has yet to be set but the seed potato order will be with us in a
week or so and the onion sets are ready and waiting to be collected.
Once we have a date for the spuds there will be a notice sent out
advising volunteers to come and help with sorting and taking away their
site's orders.
Watch This Space.
Also - there are 16 x 20kg bags of Rockdust left over from the January
order. They will be available first come first served when the Shop
opens up. A serious snip at £7 each.
▪

The FEDAGA Shop will be open on Sundays 2 to 3.30pm at Inverleith
Allotments (West Gate, East Fettes Avenue) for the sale of remaindered
seed potato and onion sets, left over once site orders have been taken
care of. Dates To Be Confirmed.
If you can't remember from last month why you must use seed
potatoes, then click here.

That's the Bridgend Potato Day information, taken from their Facebook
page.
Also on Sunday 25th February: Garden Tool Sharpening Day 2 to 4
pm in Duddingston Community Garden and the Byre, up the old Dairy
Vennel, The Causeway, Duddingston Village.
Bring your garden hand tools (shears, secateurs, loppers, hoes, spades,
etc) and get them sharpened ready for spring, by experts from
Portobello Timebank.
Also on the day: Teas and coﬀees, jams and preserves, plant sale
(hedging, bushes and bulbs).
In aid of Portobello Timebank and Duddingston Community Land.

The State of Scotland's
Greenspace

The third State of Scotland's Greenspace Report reveals the current
extent and type of urban Greenspace across the country. Did you know
our towns and cities are more green than grey? (54% green). The total
urban greenspace is equivalent to 22 Loch Lomonds. This works out at
1 tennis court sized greenspace area per person. More information
here.

The Power of Food Festival
The Power of Food Festival will take place in Edinburgh on 16-17 June
and registration is now open for community food gardens and external
contributors. External contributors may be individual, groups, or
organisations who would like to volunteer their time and skills to provide
free activities, workshops / talks, entertainment, food etc in one of the
participating gardens. The Festival is a weekend event when
community food gardens in and around Edinburgh throw their gates
open and invite the public to come and explore, hear their stories, be
inspired and entertained. Since the launch in 2015, 40 gardens have
participated in the Festival. The Power of Food Festival seeks to
encourage greater wellbeing, environmental sustainability and social
justice. To take part, please register as soon as possible and no later
than the end of March. More information here.

Community Compost Survey

The Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens wants to know
more about community composting activity. Does your site have
communal composting facilities? If so, you can take their quick survey
and potentially win a £25 voucher for Bulldog Tools. If you don't you
can still take part as one of the questions is - what stops you from
composting communally?

It's Your Neighbourhood

Seeking national recognition and support for your collective eﬀort? Why
wouldn't you? It's Your Neighbourhood is now open for registration. It's
inclusive, free, and non-competitive, designed to bring members of the
community together to make a positive change. Details here.
The theme this year is "Young People". Given the length of the waiting
list, few of us are "young" when we finally get a plot. However, most of
us have young relatives and many sites have outreach projects
involving youngsters of varying descriptions.

Finally...
...the date of the next Management Team meeting is 20th February.
The Southside Community Centre has the painters in, so we've been
put back a week. Remember, this meeting is not just for the hardy souls
on the actual Committee. Representatives from all aﬃliated sites are
welcome. We really need to hear especially from those sites that
seldom if ever appear. You don't need to be delegated. Nominate
yourself. We normally meet most months on the second Tuesday from
7.15pm and are guaranteed to be done before 9.
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