January 2020: Buzzing To Get
Busy

Bee at the nectar bar: hoping to be included in the 2020 Allotment Wildlife Survey - see below.

Gilbert Clark (1923 - 2020)

We are greatly saddened to hear of the passing of an allotment
giant, Gilbert Clark, who recently retired from around 70 years
of service to the Edinburgh and Scottish allotment community.
Gilbert started on his first Edinburgh plot in 1956 at Liberton
Brae. As well as founding FEDAGA in the early 1950s he was
Honorary President of SAGS. Gilbert was Secretary to
FEDAGA for many years and consistently served on the
Management Committee until last October. He also gave
service to the Midmar association. He was awarded an MBE
for services to the allotment community in 2001. He passed
away on New Year's Day.
His funeral will be held on Friday 24th January at 2pm at St
Columba's by the Castle, Johnstone Terrace, Edinburgh.
We understand that a full obituary of this remarkable man will
appear in the Scotsman in due course. FEDAGA extends our
condolences to his family and friends.

Allotment Wildlife Survey
Chris McKinnell writes: Last year I recorded all the bird species
spotted in and around Lady Road allotments during each
month, and was surprised to discover how much birdlife is
around when I take the time to look. (December's list can be
found below.) I think allotments can be important havens for
many creatures, so this year I'd like to ask your help to
undertake a wider survey of wildlife on other allotment sites
across Edinburgh. Apart from generating interest and
awareness, it seems like a great way to demonstrate the value
of our allotment sites. The focus will be mainly on Birds,
Butterflies and Bumble-Bees as good indicators of wildlifefriendly habitats and creatures aﬀected by climate change – so
if you know something about birds or insects – or if you're
keen to learn more, please consider taking part. Likewise, if
you're interested in bats, other mammals or insects, these can
be recorded too.

Goldfinch: suspiciously exotic-looking for these parts.

How can I help?
Decide what creatures you are going to study. Every time you
visit your allotment during April, July and November, note the
date and record each species that you can identify that day.
During April, note any birds you see nesting – but do not
disturb. At the end of the month, send me your complete
species list for that month. Don't just count what you see
within the site – you can include trees/shrubs bordering the
site, and birds flying over. To avoid duplication, check whether
anyone else on your site is participating.
Should I record anything else?
You don't have to, but it might be interesting to have an idea of
which species appear the most or least common. A simple
measure would be the number of days on which you see each
species during the month.

Long Tailed Tit: outrageously cute.

What if I don't know much about wildlife?
I'm familiar with common birds you're likely to see. If you'd like
me to visit your site for a walk round looking at birds, I'm
happy to do that. I can point you to sources of fairly cheap
butterfly and bee identification charts.
What happens to the information?
I will collate all your sightings. At the end of the year I will
circulate a report via FEDAGA with whatever comments/
conclusions I can glean. I will also send it to Ian Woolard, the
City of Edinburgh Council's Natural Heritage Service and
Thriving Green Spaces project.
How do I get in touch?
If you are happy to do so, contact me directly by email:
c.mckinnell@outlook.com
Alternatively send a message via your site rep or FEDAGA.
Thanks in anticipation, and Happy Spotting!

Orange Tip Butterfly: increasingly commonly sighted.

Wildlife Watch: December
Here's Chris's list of birds spotted in and around the Lady
Road site during December:
Blackbird, Blue Tit, Bullfinch, Chaﬃnch, Crow/Rook,
Goldcrest, Goldfinch, Greater Spotted Woodpecker, Great Tit,
Kestrel/
Sparrowhawk? (never a long enough or near enough view to
be sure), Long Tailed Tit, Magpie, Redwing (flock of 100+ flying
over the treetops on the 17th), Robin, Song Thrush,
Woodpigeon, Wren.

Wren: tiny but loud.

Great Garden Birdwatch
The RSPB Great Garden Birdwatch takes place between
January 24th and 27th. This will be a useful way to warm up
for the great FEDAGA wildlife survey. Click here for details and
how to register. (They say you can observe from your garden
or park. They don't mention allotments, but we don't think
they'd mind.)

Council Allotment News

Members on Council sites will have received an e-mail from
the Allotment Oﬃcer, Ian Woolard. He is notifying us of a
change to the invoice. Now, the most immediate change is the
rent increase, but on that he keeps silent. It will rise to £60 for
a half plot and £120 for a full plot. This is well above the CPI
rate (1.4%) at which we understood the Council to be
increasing charges. FEDAGA would encourage those who are
concerned that their allotment is becoming too expensive to
raise this with their councillors. Remember: if you are of
state pensionable age, unemployed or a full time student
you can claim a 50% discount.
The invoice provides the opportunity to pay your annual
subscription to FEDAGA (£1.50) and your site association (£1).
This year you will be requested to consent to your e-mail
address being shared with FEDAGA to enable us to more
eﬀectively communicate with our members. At present we only
have the e-mail addresses of about half of our members. Data
protection legislation requires you to sign up to allow us to
communicate. If you get this newsletter directly you're already
on the list but we are aware many sites pass this on via their
own site lists.
The purpose of all this is to enable quick communication
among the allotment community and to draw your attention to
events and opportunities you may be interested in. Please also
use this facility both ways and let us know what you think. You
can get in touch at committee@fedaga.org.uk

Rules and Regulations
Revised and Re-written
It's nearly a century since Edinburgh's allotment rules and
regulations were last revised. Consequently it is still oﬃcially
illegal to tend your plot on a Sunday! Since the 2015
Community Empowerment Act came into force, which covers
allotments amongst a lot else, the opportunity has arisen to
reshape the rulebook and make it fit for purpose. You will be
consulted from next month for your views on the draft
document.

Kings Seeds and Trading
Arrangements

Now's a good time to read through the Kings Seeds catalogue
and get your cut price vegetable seeds in to stock your plot
this summer. It's already tomato germinating time. With the aid
of greenhouses and cloches a lot can be started early to take
advantage of the fine spring weather which we are sure is just
around the corner!
Go to the FEDAGA website Seed Scheme page to get started.
The procedure is relatively simple. Your unique identifier is
your site name and plot number so if you've recently taken
posession of a plot and your predecessor was registered you'll
have to get in touch with us to reset the record and clear their
details. Contact the Secretary at committee@fedaga.org.uk
The benefits are 45% oﬀ the catalogue price plus 10% for
your site association. So, if the packet costs £1 you pay 45p
and Kings pays your site association 10p. This way you can
help the financial viability and independence of your site as
well as being kind to your pocket.
Seed potato and onion set orders were taken in November
and the delivery will be in early March. Your order will be
distributed to your site then. If you missed the boat, remember
the FEDAGA Shop will once again be open on Sunday
afternoons in March for sale of the quaintly named "bag ends"
- what's left over, to you.
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