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Glorious Carrick Knowe allotments - pic courtesy Carrick Knowe Allotments Association.

Persevere - how sticking to
Leith’s motto works for us
Barbara Seel writes:
Over a decade ago, we found out that Edinburgh Council
proposed relocating Leith Links Allotments to make way for an
extension to the Links - a green corridor to the proposed
docks development we were told. But the allotments are
green, we argued, full of wildlife; biodiversity at its best. The
development plan was eventually amended: the allotments
would stay were they were, they said.
Roll on 2016 and once again we heard plans were afoot for a
development that would aﬀect the allotments. Once again,
plotholders emailed the council and councillors, demanded
meetings and objected to the outline planning application
(check out our Facebook page for a particularly passionate
and lovingly drawn plea) which proposed running two wide
public paths through the relatively small allotment site... and
we came to an agreement: we would give up some plots and
the compost loo to make way for a public path, and in return
we would get new wheelchair accessible plots, a new
compost loo, and vehicle access. We would also be consulted
at the detailed planning stage.

Imagine our surprise to discover recently - contrary to
reassurances! - that a detailed planning application had been
submitted showing neither vehicle or wheelchair accessible
plots, no connection between the existing and the new plots
(requiring a 200m round route to get to the replacement loo),
only a low hedge round the new plots, the removal of the
mature deciduous trees full of wildlife, and an electrical substation within the area of the new plots!
Once again we persevered, contacted planning and the
developer and reminded them of their promises.....and within
10 days we had a meeting with planning, the developer, and
the architects, and received apologies from all of them! They
seem to have listened and are revising the plan. We are
hopeful they have taken our concerns on board, but we won’t
take our eye of the ball! We’ll persevere!

Leith Links pictures courtesy Leith
Links Allotments Association

Compost Delivery Details
This item is of special importance to members at
Baronscourt, Dumbryden, Findlay Avenue, Hutchison
Loan, India Place, Kirkliston and Prospect Bank.
The above sites have either proved hard to get in touch with
and/or do not have a bank account. This makes it diﬃcult for
FEDAGA to distribute monies collected on your behalf, such
as association subscriptions and dividends from participation
in FEDAGA Trading Schemes. We cannot continue to hold
undistributed funds and are moving to resolve the problem.
The FEDAGA Management Committee has agreed to purchase
on behalf of these sites compost to the value owed and
arrange to have it delivered before the end of the month.
The compost will be supplied by Garden Solutions. Please
check their website and advise us what you would like contact details below. By way of example, their most popular
products for allotments are: reshredded mushroom compost
(£4.95), farmyard manure (£6.95), plantermix (£6.50) and
composted forest bark (£8.05) - all 50 litres. If no-one gets in
touch from your site general purpose compost will be
specified for you.
If we can, we will advise you of the delivery date. If the site is
not open the bags will be left at the gate for the site to deal
with at their leisure. FEDAGA will not be responsible for the fair
distribution of the compost.
If you have any questions or require alternative arrangements
please contact Dave Roberts or phone 07922 440420.
The sums for each site are: Baronscourt - £142.75,
Dumbryden - £169.20, Findlay Avenue - £84.43, Hutchison
Loan - £48.21, India Place - £171.88, Kirkliston - £47.00,
Prospect Bank - £68.00. (Total - £731.47.)

Noticeboard Repair Scheme
FEDAGA Secretary Liz Grace writes: Site representatives are
asked to look at your noticeboard and report to me if repairs
are needed and if possible describe the problem.
Dave Roberts has been successful in repairing one at Midmar
where the hinges had broken because they had seized up.
Successful repairs have also been achieved at Claremont Park
and Cambridge Avenue. He is now turning his attention to
other allotment noticeboards in need of repair across the city.
He will not only give advice but will come and carry out repairs
where possible.
Please ask your site committee to avoid repairs being needed
by maintaining their noticeboard. Especially: keep the hinges
and lock oiled and touch up the paintwork from time to time.

Dave in action at the Cambridge Avenue noticeboard

June's Wildlife Watch
Chris at Lady Road writes:
"One Swallow doth not a summer make." Well, I saw just one
Swallow over the site during the whole of last month - and
June was certainly nothing like summer.
Other species spotted: Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue Tit, Bullfinch,
Chaﬃnch, Coal Tit, Crow/Rook, Dipper, Goldfinch, Great
Spotted Woodpecker, Hedge Sparrow, Kestrel (dropped to the
ground towards south end of the site and flew oﬀ carrying
something), Long Tailed Tit, Magpie, Robin, Song Thrush,
Swift (again, just one single sighting: numbers returning this
year have dropped sharply due to cold/wet May here and
across Southern Europe), Wood Pigeon, Wren.

One swallow.

Craigentinny Telferton Open
Day

Craigentinny Telferton Allotments are looking forward to
welcoming visitors to this year's Open Day on Sunday, 28th
July, 2pm - 5pm:
"We are proud to welcome you, friends and family as part of
Scotland's Gardens Scheme, Open For Charity.
"Due to the popularity of last year's event, we are yarn
bombing again with one or two big surprises!
"We will have teas and home baking, produce and plants for
sale.
"There will also be an activity trail for children which will keep
grown-ups amused too, giving everyone a chance to explore
the allotments."

Water, Water Everywhere But Not At Northfield
A year ago we were enjoying a hot dry summer. But at
Northfield allotments things weren't looking so good. As
reported last August they had no water supply and could only
provide for their crops by running back and forth across
Willowbrae Road to fill their buckets at a nearby petrol station
or barrowing in filled water containers from home. After
representations and support from councillors the sum to instal
the much-needed water supply was found. Plotholders are
hoping that they don't lose another summer (and are grateful
for the rain) but would like to see the promised work
commencing. Edinburgh Council - we're waiting.

Excursion To The Dundee
Flower And Food Festival:
Ticket Details
A luxury coach has been arranged to take FEDAGA members
and their partners/spouses to the famous Dundee Flower and
Food Festival on Saturday 7th September. On this occasion
the excursion is open to adults only. A perfect day out for
allotment holders.
Tickets for the coach journey
FEDAGA will subsidise the cost of travel to the show reducing
the price of a return ticket to £6 per person. Tickets which are
non refundable must be purchased in advance and
applications can be made from Friday 19 July. The coach
will leave from Waterloo Place around 10am and return from
the show around 4pm.
Please send an e-mail with your name, allotment site and
number of tickets required to dundee@fedaga.org.uk.
Successful applicants will receive details of the payment
process and information about the coach journey.
Tickets for the Show
Tickets for the Festival are £12 (concession £11). If you book
before 28th August they are £10 (£9). To do this go to
dundeebox.co.uk. (To refine your search here enter the date 7th September.)
We can expect a day packed with interesting events. Carole
Baxter and George Anderson from Beechgrove Garden will
lead a Question and Answer Session: a chance to get advice
about problems on your patch! A programme of talks will run
during the day, fantastic displays and demonstrations can be
seen in the Floral and Exhibition Marquees, the Food Festival
oﬀers the opportunity to see some of the region’s top chefs at
work plus the chance to sample delicious products. A full
programme of music will be performed on the stages along
with street theatre and a wide range of stalls are set up in the
Showground, Craft and Lifestyle Marquees.

Suspicious Studs Spotted At
Southside Smallholdings
Beware the men with clipboards - probably the most important
piece of advice for allotments which can be both vulnerable (to
us) and valuable pieces of land (in the eyes of developers). So,
you can imagine the alarm felt at Lady Road when plotholders
spied metal surveyor's studs in the ground at the entrance and
up the main path.
Enquiries soon established that they were the work of the
University of Edinburgh who are upgrading their Peﬀermill
sports facility which sits on what was a flood plain. This is
downstream from the allotments, which after torrential rain are
regularly flooded with water containing sewerage from the
Pow Burn.
The ancient sewage system is designed to push the overload
into the natural waterways. After many years bashing their
heads against the impenetrable brick wall that is Scottish
Water perhaps a move to protect the precious students may
also work in favour of unwashed and worthless plotholders?
Don't hold your breath.

Apple Press Action
Harvest time is still a long way oﬀ, but arrangements have
already been made for Inverleith to have the FEDAGA Apple
Press on site on Sunday 13th October.
Member site associations are reminded that this equipment is
available and are encouraged to organise an "apple day"
where plotholders can use up apples that otherwise might go
to waste.

Freshly squeezed.

