May 2019: Spring Has
Sprung, Grass Is Riz

Freshly laid turf on the communal site at Warriston.

New Communal Space at
Warriston
Alice Bain, Chair of Warriston Allotments Site Association
writes: Warriston Allotments, north Edinburgh, has a new
communal space. This has grown out of a rubble (the
foundations of old outbuildings) and weed infested area
(bindweed and nettles particularly) that had become
unmanageable. For the past few decades, it was a dumping
ground for leaves and grass clippings from local parks, which
unfortunately included plastic and rubbish.
Following Edinburgh Council's JCB levelling in early winter
2016, volunteer plot holders cleared and covered the area in
black plastic in order to eliminate the worst of the perennial
weeds. Lifting the plastic this spring has allowed us to develop
the new space. It has been turfed and edged with white clover
(good for pollinators and consolidating sloping ground). Apple
and pear trees, a weeping cotoneaster and benches have
arrived through donation from plot holders.
Now, as well as being an all year round place to meet friends
and other gardeners, it can be used to accommodate site
events such as the annual plant sale.

JCB flattens the mountain of leaf mould and debris.

Designed for easy maintenance — the most important factor in
relation to its ongoing success — the space will be mowed
and pruned and planted by volunteers as it develops. And
adjacent, a new leaf mould and grass cuttings compost bay,
constructed in February 2018 on the boundary to the car park,
makes collecting and delivering material more accessible.
Grass green and lush, the new communal area opened on a
sunny Sunday this May in conjunction with our annual plant
sale which raised funds to further develop the space and bring
other improvements to the site (for example, we are looking
into installing bike racks).
Warriston Site Committee. Photos courtesy plot holders at
Warriston. For further information go to
www.warristonallotments.com

Progress being made: eliminating persistent weeds.

Allotment Gathering In
Dunblane

All FEDAGA members are invited to attend this year's Scottish
Allotments and Gardens Society Annual Gathering taking
place in Dunblane's Victoria Halls on Saturday 15th June. The
session will be introduced by SAGS President, Ian Welsh.
The morning will be devoted to the practical issues of
planning, creating and managing allotment growing spaces. As
allotment waiting lists grow ever longer, SAGS launch the
latest in their Galvanising Grassroots series, this time how
planners can make provision for allotments in new housing
developments. The new booklet, Plan To Grow, will be
introduced by planning consultant Steve Tolson.
We will hear from Fife about how council oﬃcials can plan to
insert growing spaces into housing developments, and both
good and bad experiences of volunteer groups setting up their
own allotment site: a DIY experience in Livingston and good
news from Argyll and Bute with the beginnings of a site in
Cowal complete with ‘live-in’ sheds.
Stretch your legs and enjoy a cup of soup and sandwich lunch
and a wander around stalls with plants, garden supplies and
advice to hand.
We continue with a presentation of the benefits of using
volcanic rock dust to reintroduce minerals into soil and its
benefit to carbon absorption.

Silverburn allotments, Leven, Fife.

Have you ever dug up something strange? How about WWII
ordnance? Find out more in the story of Silverburn Allotments
and other interesting tales from sites. Finally, and certainly
importantly, we wrap-up with a talk from SNH on growing for
pollinating insects on which we all depend.
The AGM of the Society will take place immediately after the
gathering. In spite of the temptation to get an early train home,
it would be great if as many members as possible would stay
behind for this meeting. In addition to the ordinary business,
the meeting will deal with the very important issue of changing
the structure of SAGS from an unincorporated voluntary
organisation into a SCIO - a Scottish Charitable Incorporated
Organisation.
Admission is free, come and enjoy the company of other
allotmenteers and enjoy a break from your weeding. We hope
to see you there.
Read the programme here.
Click here to access the online registration form.
For optional form to print out and post, click here.
SCIO consultation documents are to be found here.
Read the latest SAGS Newsletter here.

Wildlife Watch At Lady Road
Our Wildlife Correspondent at Lady Road writes:
A good variety of birds spotted this month (23 species):
Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue Tit, Bullfinch, Buzzard (flying
overhead), Chaﬃnch (pair nesting in ivy on wall beside my
plot), Chiﬀchaﬀ (heard but not seen!), Coal Tit, Crow,
Goldcrest, Goldfinch, Greenfinch (becoming relatively
uncommon and seem to have been replaced by the
Goldfinch), Great Tit, Hedge Sparrow, Jackdaw, Long Tailed
Tit, Magpie, Robin (pair nesting in a shed), Song Thrush (2
together, so maybe will stay around this year), Sparrowhawk
(flying over), Treecreeper, Woodpigeon, Wren.
Also - First Orange Tip butterflies spotted on the 18th April.
Watch for them patrolling up and down the burn on sunny
days.

Anthocharis cardamines at lunch.

Mission Statement:
Communicate And
Collaborate
If you look carefully amongst the papers on your site
noticeboard you may spy a laminated A4 page that describes
what FEDAGA is all about. It's time to revisit this and the draft
being considered by the Committee is shown below. Changes
include an update on the growing number of aﬃliated sites
and members, a fuller list of activities and a commitment to
enable information exchange and collaboration between sites.
Let us know if you have any comments or suggestions.

Upcoming Attractions
Gardening Scotland is on again at Ingliston from 31st May to
2nd June. Now in its 20th year this event has a lot to oﬀer
gardeners and growers and shouldn't be missed. More
information here.
On a smaller scale, but probably a bit less expensive: The Inch
Nursery Plant Sale is on from 9am to 1pm on Saturday 25th
May in their Inch Park premises oﬀ Old Dalkeith Road (EH16
5UF). On sale - a wide range of summer bedding plants,
hanging baskets, herbaceous plants, shrubs, planters of
various sizes and much more! Parking is available. Please
bring your own bags (large shopping bags are ideal), boxes,
etc. Cash or cheques only. Teas and coﬀees available.

Return Of The Giant
Hogweed
There is an Action Day coming up at Lady Road to tackle the
growing menace that is Giant Hogweed. This invasive,
notifiable and dangerous monster is trying to encircle the
allotments as it approaches stealthily down the Pow Burn
which runs through the site and over the banking from the
South Suburban railway line. If skin comes into contact with
hogweed sap it will blister painfully. The wounds are hard to
heal, can cause blindness and may damage DNA. The culprit
is Network Rail who are failing to manage their trackside land
properly. All they will do is clear it 2 metres back from the lines.
If you see this thug on your site be careful and don't approach
it without first taking good care not to sustain injury.

Getting to grips with the Giant Hogweed - with suitable rubber
gauntlets and face masks.

Survey of Urban Gardening
Respondents required please...
Catalina Cruz writes: I'm a PhD student in the Centre for
Environmental Policy at Imperial College London, where I am
undertaking a study on urban agriculture about population
health.
As part of my project, I will compare health-related behaviours
(especially diet and physical activity) in a sample of urban
gardeners versus the general population. To do this, I've
developed an anonymous online survey to gather information
on these behaviours in urban gardens, which can be
compared to similar data collected as part of the UK Biobank
cohort who will represent the general population.
To achieve meaningful results, I will need to collect data from
at least 500 people who are active community/urban
gardeners across the UK. I would be happy to share my key
research findings with you in due course if you feel this would
be of interest.
Instructions about how to complete the survey and how the
data will be used are included at the start of the survey found
here.
I hope you find my project interesting and will consider helping
me by disseminating the survey. For me, it would be a great
honour to have your program as part of my research.
Contact c.cruz16@imperial.ac.uk for further details.

Urban gardener at work.

Crime News
Once again, with the arrival of good weather and school
holidays there has been a spate of break-ins at allotments. A
few sheds at Saughton Mains and Warriston have been
damaged by vandals breaking the locks. It is not known if
anything was taken. One theory is that they are looking for
petrol to fuel the whiney scooters they buzz about on. They are
less likely to be looking for gardening equipment to fence for
cash.
Plotholders are reminded that there is no way sheds can be
guaranteed to be safe, and are advised not to leave anything
of value. Don't leave petrol unless you're not bothered about
the shed being burned down. That has already happened this
year. A padlock will only signal to thieves that there may be
something worth pilfering inside. And if you're unfortunate
enough to be a victim of crime then please inform the Police
and get an Incident Number so that the crime statistics are
accurate. This helps inform how resources are applied.
FEDAGA advises the Allotment Oﬃcer on areas where
perimeter fences can be breached. Security, along with health
and safety, are our main concerns. We would suggest that
fences, which can be breached by wire cutters, should be
bolstered by thorny shrubs to dissuade potential
troublemakers.

Alarm, Horror And Relief At
Claremont Park
And finally, news reaches us from Claremont Park where
plotholders were alarmed by the sudden intrusion into their
leafy idyll of a chap, clearly high on some powerful
combination of intoxicants, clambering unsteadily over the wall
from an adjoining garden. He stumbled about a bit and, not
finding whatever it was he was looking for, started to make his
way back out of the allotments - over a glass greenhouse!
Hearts were in mouths until he managed the improbable feat
of scaling the wall via the greenhouse. Proof, in an extreme
and vivid example, that drugs can be risky for your health.
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