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To go directly to the Virtual Show pages click here.

Introducing The FEDAGA
Small Grants Scheme
FEDAGA is setting up a small grant scheme for aﬃliated
allotment sites and community garden sites in Edinburgh for
the purchase of capital equipment or facilities that will help
their associations run and develop their sites more eﬀectively.
The proposals are about to be shared with aﬃliated Site
Associations for their comments and agreement. It is hoped to
have the scheme open on 15th August with applications
lodged by 30th September. FEDAGA will deliberate in October
and announce the successful projects in November. The
money must be spent by the end of May 2021. More
information here when the scheme is launched.

The Bonfire Ban Blues And
Other Songs
Our Allotment Oﬃcer, forever assiduously tending to the requirements
of Edinburgh Council's plotholders, tells us that the number one item on
people's list of questions is - when can we have a bonfire again?
Apart from the fact that you'd be hard pushed to ignite a petrol-soaked
tinderbox with a flamethrower this "summer" it is obviously a big
concern to many.
Independent sites have their own rules - this applies to Council
managed sites only. But all citizens are requested to consider the needs
of others - and that includes the expectation to breathe fresh, relatively
unpolluted air. This consideration has risen up due to the pandemic
confining those who are shielding to their homes. They may not be able
to escape the smoke drifting their way. They may also have a
respiratory condition.
The Allotment Oﬃcer instituted a ban on bonfires in early April - and
this still applies, subject to review. The topic will be on the agenda for
the next FEDAGA/Council Allotment Strategy meeting, due to be held in
early September. If you or your site has a viewpoint you'd wish to be
aired, please get in touch.
For information - the proposed allotment regulations say: "Tenants shall
not burn any material on the Allotment Plot or Allotment Site unless it
arises from the Allotment Plot and is material that cannot be
composted. Bonfires must never be left unattended. Tenants must give
due consideration to other Tenants within the Allotment Site when
choosing when and where to have a bonfire and such bonfires must not
compromise any Allotment Plots on the Allotment Site." The
consultation has been paused and so this is not yet in the legislation.
In other news, the Allotment Oﬃcer reports that lost keys can now be
replaced as Bell Donaldson are back at work. Expenditure on water
repairs now exceeds £600. Around £5000 has been spent on repairs to
the pump house at Bridgend. This appears to be non-negotiable but is
a huge amount of money for one site. The pandemic has interrupted
distribution of the remaining First Aid kits supplied by FEDAGA to the
majority of aﬃliates last year. However, this is now in hand. Finally, the
trade waste bin uplifts at Warriston and Ferry Road are proving to be
erratic. A resolution to this ongoing and annoying lapse is being sought.
Other sites may be experiencing similar problems. If your site is
aﬀected and you'd like to do something about it, tell your councillor that

the service is being paid for but is not being supplied and demand
action.

"What the blazes?" Bonfire on the Bridgend Demonstration Plot back
in the day (pic: RCHS)

July's Allotment Wildlife
Survey
Chris McKinnell writes: Last month was notable in that there
seemed to be many fewer birds about, both in terms of
species reported and their frequency. In all, 29 species were
spotted (you can download a table with the details if you go
here). Many birds moult after breeding, so they could be hiding
away, or perhaps there's a certain amount of dispersal after
the nesting season. But Inverleith again had the most unusual
sighting – a Long-eared Owl being mobbed by crows on the
16th. It is interesting that Oystercatchers were spotted over
Craigentinny, Lady Road and Inverleith in July. Its not unknown
to see these birds inland, but I've certainly noticed them
myself over Lady Road much more frequently this year than in
previous years. Where are they heading and where are they
coming from??

Marmalade Hover Fly

As in April, 7 species of butterfly were recorded last month.
But Orange Tips and Painted Lady were absent, while
Meadow Brown and Speckled Wood made their appearance.
Craigentinny also recorded Common Carder bees, Whitetailed and Red-tailed bumblebees, hoverflies, common wasps,
7-Spot Ladybirds, Black ants and a possible Brimstone moth.

Plume Moth

Thanks to Mike Anderson and Stewart Henderson for their
reports – and a special mention to Fi Strathdee at Saughton
Mains for some lovely insect photos – we sometimes forget
that things like moths and flies are also important pollinators
as well as being fascinating in their own right.
We are aiming to repeat the survey again in November, to get a
picture of seasonal changes.

Red Admiral

In The Year Of Covid-19:
What My Allotment Means To
Me
We must all have felt a great mixture of conflicting emotions
over the last few months. Events have been - and will continue
to be - overwhelming. It has been often stated that gardening
has provided a rare solace. Seeds are the new toilet paper:
many seed company sites crashed repeatedly this spring as
demand outstripped supply.
Before the memories fade it may be useful to take time to think
about where we've just been and reflect upon what our unique
growing spaces have meant to us this year. FEDAGA is inviting
members to contribute their thoughts in words and pictures
(prose, poetry, paintings, photographs... whatever) that might
form some kind of a time-capsule and act as a record of how
the crisis has aﬀected our allotment community. If you think
this sounds a wee bit daunting, confine yourself to a picture
and a sentence. It's not a competition!
We have already received quite a few contributions which are
already on our website.
This is an opportunity to take time to reflect on what your
allotment means to you in these disorientating times. If you'd
like to share your thoughts and feelings, artwork or
photographs then please e-mail them to
yearbook@fedaga.org.uk.

Be Alert For Fruit Thieves...
Already FEDAGA is hearing reports of crop theft. Entire
gooseberry crops have suddenly disappeared from plots at
Ferry Road. Every year crops become vulnerable to thieves as
they ripen and this year is probably no exception. Keep an eye
out while on the plot for suspicious activity. Be prepared to
challenge anyone you don't recognise and if you don't get a
satisfactory answer please tell your site association. If a crime
is detected you should always report this to the Police and
request an Incident Number so that it can be followed up.

Perhaps Peter is not the culprit this time.

...And Don't Get Stung Either
Loud complaints have been heard from Saughton Mains where
a few members on entering their sheds have been stung by
wasps. The intruders have been taking the opportunity of
building their bikes in the cosy dry interiors. However, this has
caused sharp upset. A pity the bonfire ban has made it diﬃcult
to smoke 'em out.
But only reach for the insecticide if you really have to.

Can wasps access the government's bike repair scheme?

Tesco Bags of Help
COVID-19 Communities Fund
- £500 Grant
This fund will provide an upfront payment award of £500 to
groups who are addressing ongoing need due to COVID-19.
Full details of Bags of Help COVID-19 Communities Fund can
be found here.

Save Tramways Bowling
Green For The Community
The Tramways Bowling Club, now defunct, goes back over a
hundred years. Their green was gifted to them by the old
Edinburgh Tramways Company. Lothian Buses inherited it by
pure luck. Now they want to take it from the local community
and sell it to a private developer, flying in the face of Edinburgh
Council's policy to provide more green spaces.
It is totally unsuited for commercial development, being
situated behind a quiet crescent in a hidden corner of Pilrig
and surrounded by homes. A local charity, with the agreement
of the club, were going to turn it into a public garden for the
local population.
Edinburgh Council own Lothian Buses and should tell them to
hand the site over. If you'd like to support this cause, click
here.

A nice open space amongst housing and close to Pilrig Park - either a
community garden, or maybe even allotments? (pic: Graham and Sibbald)

Study Into Growing Media
The James Hutton Institute is looking at growing media and
how it is used, particularly attitudes towards peat-free growing
media.
They are surveying individual gardeners to understand what
people consider when sourcing growing media (soil) for their
plants. They are looking for input from a wide range of
recreational gardeners. If you are interested in taking part, the
survey can be found here.
All answers will be anonymous, and participation is entirely
voluntary. The survey should take no more than 15 minutes to
complete.

Unsolicited Seeds Warning
To finish oﬀ this issue, a strange story about people receiving
unexpected packets of seeds through the post recently. SASA (Science
and Advice for Scottish Agriculture) have issued the following
statement:
If you have received unsolicited seeds in the post, please take the
following actions:
▪ If the packet of seeds has not been opened, please leave it
sealed.
▪ DO NOT PLANT OR COMPOST THESE
SEEDS.
▪ It is possible that these seeds could be a harmful invasive species
or harbour a disease both of which if released could pose a threat
to agriculture and the environment.
▪ Do not handle the
seeds.

▪

These seeds may have been treated with a chemical pesticide.
Please wash your hands if you have handled them without gloves.

If you receive unsolicited packages, please report them to
info@sasa.gov.scot as the Scottish Government is investigating the
matter along with the other devolved administrations of the UK.
The devolved administrations of the UK are aware of this issue and are
working together to investigate the extent of this issue.
As far as we know these mystery seeds so far seem to be confined to
the USA, and may be a straightforward commercial scam rather than
bioterrorism. But as the UK sails toward a post-Brexit alignment with
the States this kind of thing may be coming to a letterbox near you
soon.
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