June 2019: Saughton
Scarecrow Summer Special

Rosina Weightman writes: Saughton Mains had a very
successful Scarecrow competition before their general
meeting on 2nd June. There were 11 entries. Visitors to The
Welcoming's sustainable garden were asked to decide on the
winners and did so en mass. We were blessed with some dry
weather to walk around and judge and had great fun
discussing the very imaginative creations. Thanks to Jenny for
suggesting this. The winners received prizes of string products
generously donated by Nutscene.
The winners in the 3 categories were :Made by a Child
First Prize Marian, aged 9, plot 170
Second Prize John Waterlow, 4 year old helped Plot 150
Best use of Recycling
First Prize Tasmin Spong plot 154
Second Prize Julia Gillon plot 62
Most Creative
First Prize Drew and Debra plot 165
Second Prize Plot 155
The scarecrows are now doing good work keeping predatory
pigeons and other feathered fiends away from the brassicas.
How about a "scareslug" design now that the weather's turned
to favour molluscs?
Amongst the pictures below are the top Recycling Scarecrows
(pink bucket and colourful butterfly) and at the end of this
edition the central scarecrow is the winner of the Childrens'
Prize. The Creativity winner is the one with the dug.
If you'd like to see these and more pictures in greater detail go
to Saughton Mains' Facebook page.

The SAGS Gathering is on Saturday. It's not too late to
register. Click here for details of the programme and online
registration.
Morning Theme - Planning and Creation
Launch of Scottish Allotments Planning Guide by its author;
Stephen Tolson. Scottish Government are committing to
becoming a ‘Good Food Nation’. How do Planners ensure
allotments are accommodated?
The Fife Way – Peter Duncan; Fife’s Allotment Oﬃcer, tells
how allotments can be created from quite small parcels of
land.
The Killandean Story – Mark Thirgood recalls the creation of
a new allotment site in Livingston from planning to fund raising
to opening and the lessons learnt along the way.
Cowal is a peninsula in Argyll and Bute. Alistair Mackinnon
tells how 14 years of trying has finally resulted in the Genesis
of an allotment site with food cultivation and ‘live in’ huts.
Question/Answer Session – your turn to find out more from
Stephen, Peter, Mark and Alistair.
(Lunch – Soup and a roll, a chat and a look around the stalls)
Afternoon Theme – About the Now
Rock Dust, the missing minerals and carbon absorption –
Jennifer Brodie of REMIN explains the benefits of using Rock
Dust to reintroduce lost minerals into your ground and how it
helps carbon capture.
Silverburn Allotments – the early war years – Peter Duncan;
Fife’s Allotment Oﬃcer, tells the saga of the discovery of
wartime ordnance on a new allotment site.
Stories from Scottish Sites – tales from our own member
sites.
Planting for Pollinators - Jim Jeﬀery of Scottish Natural
Heritage explains how trials of beneficial plantings to
encourage pollinators are progressing.
SAGS Annual General Meeting, including the transfer of the
organisation into a Scottish Charitable Incorporated
Organisation (SCIO).
Stalls: REMIN; Scottish Natural Heritage Pollinators; Clydeside
Trading; Apples and John Hancox; Centenary goods - Emily;
SAGS display
Forth Resource Management - Compost; Plants and Apples.

Wildlife Watch in May
Chris writes: Its getting more diﬃcult to spot birds now the
trees and shrubs are in full leaf, and they are busy nesting and
being unobtrusive. Plus I've had to spend more time with eyes
cast earthwords (quite right some might say). Speaking of
nesting, this months tally makes 4 species nesting within the
Lady Road site this spring - a testament to how important
sites like ours are for wildlife.
Birds spotted this month:
Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue Tit (pair using a nesting box),
Bullfinch (if you see one, look out for another - the pairs rarely
stray far from each other), Buzzard (flying low overhead pursued as always by crows), Chaﬃnch, Crow/Rook (never
sure which), Goldfinch, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Great Tit,
Hedge Sparrow, House Sparrow, Jackdaw, Long-Tailed Tit,
Magpie, Mallard (on the burn), Robin, Song Thrush, Wood
Pigeon, Wren (pair nesting in ivy on wall).

Bullfinch sharing a joke with Blue Tit.

First Aid And Emergency
Procedure
A Restalrig member recently suﬀered a stroke whilst working
on their plot. The ambulance took 40 minutes to find him as
they couldn't locate the allotment site. This made FEDAGA
consider what recommendations should be issued to sites to
prevent another such potentially serious delay in responding.
Restalrig have now posted their GPS location coordinates on
the noticeboard as well as details of the nearest GP surgery
and have a first aid kit available. Some sites have details of the
nearest defibrillator and epipens for counteracting severe
reactions to bee stings. It is suggested other sites follow suit.
FEDAGA will raise their concerns with the Council in a bid to
ensure that best practise is available to all members. We are
pleased to report that our Restalrig colleague is now making a
good recovery.

Excursion To The Dundee
Flower And Food Festival
Saturday 7th September
Due to the success of the visit to the show last year a luxury
coach has been arranged to take FEDAGA members and their
spouses/partners to this famous show. The excursion is open
to adults only on this occasion.
We can expect a day packed with interesting events. Carole
Baxter and George Anderson from Beechgrove Garden will
lead a Question and Answer Session: a chance to get advice
about problems on your patch! A programme of talks will run
during the day, fantastic displays and demonstrations can be
seen in the Floral and Exhibition Marquees, the Food Festival
oﬀers the opportunity to see some of the region’s top chefs at
work plus the chance to sample delicious products. A full
programme of music will be performed on the stages along
with street theatre and a wide range of stalls are set up in the
Showground, Craft and Lifestyle Marquees.
Tickets for the coach journey
FEDAGA is subsidising the cost of return travel at the same
price as last year: £6 per person. Coach tickets, which are non
refundable, must be purchased in advance. Applications can
be made from 15 July. Application details will be posted
nearer the time.
Tickets for the Show
Tickets for the event can be purchased in advance or at the
gate on the day of the visit and remain the same as last year:
Adult: £12 and Concession: £11. We join the coach at
Waterloo Place at 9.45 and return from the Show at 4.30pm.

Many Visitors To
Craigentinny Telferton's
Community Plot
Rachel Purnell writes: We recently had a visit from a
Craigentinny Primary School P3 class, who were learning
about local produce and sustainability. The children were very
enthusiastic and eager to learn. We really enjoyed having them
and visits like theirs highlight what an amazing local resource
our Community Plot is.
The class had a great time touring the allotments learning
about allotment produce, how to grow fruit and vegetables in
the city, and they even got to taste some of the things we had
grown.
For more pictures of the visit click here.
As part of Gardens and Health week, and Mental Health
Awareness week, we welcomed visitors from Lauder Lodge
Care Home and treated them to afternoon tea and cakes. The
community plot was the perfect location to sit in the sunshine
and chat.
We were also joined by volunteers for the Edinburgh City
Mission, staﬀ from Scotland's Gardens Open Day scheme,
and plot holders making it a great social event.
For pictures click here.

Schoolchildren get involved in mosaic studies.

Heritage Potatoes: The
Results!
The data has been crunched and the results of feedback from
members of the FEDAGA Heritage Potato Club can be read
here. You may care to zoom in to read the small print or grab a
good magnifying glass.
The Top Ten (in alphabetical order) are Arran Luxury, Arran
Scout, Ben Lomond, Blue Catriona, Drayton, Lord Scone,
Pentland Beauty, Rhoderick Dhu, Scotstoun Supreme and
Tayside. All should be considered worthwhile. For fun, read
the comments on some of those that got the thumbs down.
Many were too dry, tasteless or susceptible to disease.
Results will be relayed back to SASA and included in their
evaluation appraisal.
Finally, 5 more Saughton Scarecrows...
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