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Pilrig Park allotments

Wildlife Survey Results

Chris McKinnell writes:
It's been a challenging time to survey wildlife on our
allotments. On the one hand, our plots have been an escape
and a refuge for many of us. On the other, our time there is
supposed to be limited as part of our exercise, and our minds
may be on other concerns. But most people have noticed how
nature has come more into focus. What I've been most aware
of is how clear the birdsong is without a background hum (or
roar, even) of traﬃc, and it has been a joy to tune into their
diﬀerent voices.
Many thanks to Mike Anderson, Ernie Watt and Stewart
Henderson for sending me their April sightings. The
Craigentinny site used the project as a collaborative eﬀort to
strengthen community solidarity, and a way to involve people
who didn't know so much, but wanted to learn – a great idea.
Mike collated sightings from more than a quarter of their
plotholders.
An impressive diversity of birdlife was sighted - 35 species in,
around or over 4 sites – from Sparrows and Finches to
Buzzards and Peregrines (click here to download the table).
The first Swallows were seen on the 21st at Craigentinny, the
24th at Inverleith and 28th at Lady Road – lovely to know they
are back and that summer is here. Seven species of butterfly
were reported, with Peacock appearing early in the month and
Orange Tips later, and a Painted Lady at Craigentinny had
possibly overwintered.
Bumblebees proved more tricky to identify, but at least 2
diﬀerent species were spotted at Craigentinny, as well as
Carder bees, and 1 species at Lady Road. Craigentinny also
reported 7-spot ladybirds, hoverflies, common wasps and
black ants.
We'll repeat the survey in July and again in November, so feel
free to join in – hopefully our lives will be more normal then –
but remember, Nature is always there for you!

Song Thrush (courtesy RSPB).

Beware: There's A Thief
About!
Plotholders should be aware that there have been a spate of
thefts across allotment sites in the city during the first few
days of May. Most appear to be the usual low-level but
annoying petty crimes but one was clearly pre-planned and
apparently required an element of planning.
The new site at Lethem Park suﬀered the theft of the rotovator, kindly
provided by a plotholder for the benefit of others. The machine was
safely secured under lock and key in the communal shed. This has
been reported to the Police.
Strimmers and a mower have been stolen from sheds at Warriston.
The perimeter fence was cut and most of the sheds on the east side of
the site forced open. The strimmers were battery operated, and the
batteries were not stored with them. Repairs have been made to the
fence. The fence between the Warriston and Ferry Road sites was also
cut and there has been more damage done there.
The Police have been asked if Trail cameras were installed would their
footage be useable as evidence, but the reply didn't cover this point. It
is suspected that the culprits are not children as the only damage
caused is to fences and locks, rather than vandalism of plots. This sad
and familiar story has also been repeated at Midmar and Saughton
Mains.
As usual, little is taken but the damage to shed doors makes it a
distressing event. The Police advice is to get a good padlock.
However, experience shows if the shed is left unlocked and there's
nothing of value in it then it becomes less attractive.
The oﬃcial line from FEDAGA, based on years of accumulated
experience is - don't leave anything in your shed that you really don't
want to be nicked. Don't lock your shed: they'll get in anyway if they
want and then you've also got damage to repair.

Always - always - always: report any criminal activity to the Police.
Make sure they take it seriously by getting an Incident Number from
them. They will respond by including your allotment in patrols and can
give advice on making your site more diﬃcult to break in to. The
Allotment Oﬃcer must also be told and he has an excellent record of
repairing damaged fences quickly.

Leek Plant Oﬀer
If you relied on buying your leek plants from Gardening Scotland then
you'll be disappointed as the show has been cancelled this year.
The good news is that the leeks can be bought direct from the nursery
in Carluke. The price is £3 for a bundle of 50 plants plus delivery. To
reduce carriage costs you can put together a site order and distribute
to your plotholders. This would have to be done in line with whatever
restrictions are in place when delivery takes place in early June.
Site orders must be made by Friday 22nd May. One order per
allotment site which should contain a full contact name, delivery
address and post code. Delivery options will then be advised, payment
must be made by bank transfer only. Delivery will be then arranged to
take place in the week commencing Monday 1st June.
If you are interested then get an order together and contact Jimmy Orr
at eorr6@btinternet.com.

During The Lockdown,
FEDAGA Keeps Functioning
The FEDAGA Management Committee continues to meet every month
via Zoom. The May meeting will be at 7pm on the 12th.
We would like to include those sites who rarely send a representative. If
you would like to participate in the meeting, or even just hear directly
what issues are being addressed then please get in touch and an invite
will be sent to you. To ensure the meeting is manageable only 1 person
per site, please.
Current topics for discussion include:
Implementation of Covid-19 restrictions,
The small grants scheme,
Membership for SAMH,
Water supply for Northfield,

Fly-tipping, vandalism and theft,
Repairs and maintenance,
Revised rules and regulations,
The Annual Allotment Show,
Trading schemes,
and - most importantly - Site Reports which cover everything.

No... Not that sort of Zoom!!

Spot A Bee
Can't wait until July for the next FEDAGA Wildlife watch? Help
is at hand...
Help provide bee-friendly habitats through community
driven science.
Over the last 60 years bees have seen a huge loss of their
natural habitat, including over 90% of the wildflower meadows
in the UK. However urban areas are now richly stocked with
gardens, parks and especially allotments growing the plants
and flowers essential to their survival. Spot-a-Bee encourages
people to take photographs of bees feeding oﬀ plants and to
upload these to an online portal (spotabee.buzz), which will
enables them to map the plants that bees use in processes of
pollination.
"If the bee disappeared oﬀ the surface of the globe then man
would only have four years of life left. No more bees, no more
pollination, no more plants, no more animals, no more man" Albert Einstein.

Beechgrove's Back
Beechgrove is back on our screens, albeit in a diﬀerent format
to normal, and they are looking for viewers to take part. If you
would like to be part of the "Virtual Q&A" section of the show,
here's how to get involved:
Using your smart phone, make a video in landscape
orientation. Use as high a resolution as possible. Be as
succinct as possible. Email your video to viewersquestion@terntv.com

Jim MacColl

Archive
The FEDAGA Archivist has taken possession of Gilbert Clarke's
suitcase of allotment papers. He reports that the FEDAGA papers were
relatively well ordered and date from 1954 to about 1997. The SAGS
papers date from 1945-1975 and will be sent to Glasgow in due course.
He is currently busy scanning the more noteworthy items. There are
also some interesting copies of Hansard debates from 1950 relating to
keeping chickens and rabbits on allotments. Wartime allotments had
played a major role in supplying these sources of protein and legislation

had been suspended to allow this to happen. But with The Peace
should allotment holders be allowed to continue...?

No Bonfires, So Let's
Compost
This article from the Royal Botanical Garden Edinburgh gives
an excellent account of how the 'magic' happens. Thanks to
Cathy Bell for passing it on.
Green waste forms compost and becomes "green gold". Many
of us of a "certain age" will recall the oft-told tale of a lady
rushing out to shovel up a pile of horse droppings as the dray
horses passed and deposited the processed remains of their
breakfast on the road, with "lt is for the Rhubarb" as way of
explanation; The Milkman replying "l prefer custard on mine".

An expertly created all-natural compost bin at Cambridge Avenue
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