November 2013 issue:
featuring photographs of the
Top Plot of the Year

This month the Newsletter is proud to feature photographs of the
winning plot in the 2013 Edinburgh in Bloom allotments competition.
The image above was created by Ray Dean. The hard work was by
Andy Crofts and Kathy Parker of Plot 78 at Inverleith. Edinburgh in
Bloom contributed to Edinburgh's successful eﬀort to win the Large
City award in Britain in Bloom.
In addition to this, the raised beds at Inverleith won the It's Your
Neighbourhood award in the Edible Britain award.

Leith Links Open Day

Barbara Seel writes:
Admittedly, the weather was on our side, but when we flung our gates
open as part of Edinburgh Doors Open Day on the 29th September,
everyone was more than surprised at the number of visitors – probably
100-200, but in the heat of the moment we all forgot to count!
We knew some of the larger sites regularly held open days, but we are
small - only 38 plots - and the last weekend in September didn’t seem
the best time to show oﬀ gardens. Conscious of this most plotholders
held oﬀ harvesting some produce until after the event and to add
further interest we had a small photo exhibition in the shed with Leith
Links Allotment images taken by local photographers Alexis Manson,
Andy MacDonald (both of the F8 Collective) and Sophy Ellwood.
Concerns that no one would turn up were unfounded: the first visitors
came all the way from Eyemouth and rattled at the gates half an hour
before we were due to open! Initially disappointed by the alleged lack of
toilets (we soon informed them of the functioning and newly painted
compost loo) and tea, the three ladies soon settled down with a glass of
bubbly magically produced by a plotholder to soak up the sun and talk
all things gardening. Meanwhile plotholders got on the case organising
tea, freshly pressed apple juice and cake as a steady stream of visitors
of all ages arrived on foot, bikes, mobility scooters, and in prams. Some

came to chat about growing and compare our plots and plants to theirs,
others to find out how to get an allotment, a few to see what had
become of their former playground (we’re one of the few dig-for-victory
sites left in Edinburgh) and a number of locals were simply interested in
what lurked behind the fence and rambling roses they frequently
passed. But whatever the reason, they came and, judging by the
feedback, enjoyed their visit just as much as we plotholders enjoyed
imparting information, showing oﬀ our plots and meeting fellow and
would-be gardeners. Reminiscing on the event at the end of the day
round the BBQ we felt it had been a success, not just because of the
numbers of visitors, but because through organising the day we
plotholders got to know one another better – a plotholders pub
gathering in the winter months has already been suggested! We will
almost certainly be opening our gates again next year!

The Leith Links Gates Open Day was hugely successful.

President's Review of the Year

At last month's AGM, Peter Wright, FEDAGA President, looked back at
the year to October 2013. Here is a distillation of his report:

The Allotments Oﬃcer now attends FEDAGA Management Committee
meetings. We have a much greater say on what the limited budget is
spent on. We discuss problems face to face and get resolutions.
We don’t have a planning co-ordinator but are about to liaise with the
Council Planning Department so that they have an obligation to tell us
of any relevant applications.
More sites are being created. Kirkliston has opened this summer and
Barons Court is being developed. It is anticipated that part of Balgreen
will be reopened and parts of Carrick Knowe and Stenhouse will be
reinstated or added when the tram project is eventually completed.
Further sites are proposed at Baird Avenue, Leith Links, Drumbrae and
8 more locations.
Slow progress is being made on the new Regulations. This has been
held up by the passage of the Communities Empowerment and
Renewal Bill through the Scottish Parliament.
Devolved management of sites has been progressed, but without much
enthusiasm from sites when the volume of work required by site
associations is made plain. It is notable that between the oﬃce bearers
at Wester Hailes around 25 hours is put in every week to keep the site
well run. To support the committee, every plotholder there is required to
actively participate in the running of the site.
The Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society has produced the
Scottish Allotment Design Guide, which has been favourably received,
and has continued to participate in the Scottish Government’s Grow
Your Own Working Group.
We are getting better representation from sites but need every site to be
represented at Management Committee meetings to really make a
diﬀerence. Members of the Management Committee visited most sites
twice this year, with the Allotment Oﬃcer on his regular inspections and
as judges for the Edinburgh in Bloom allotments competition.
The Edinburgh in Bloom allotments competition highlighted the
fantastic standard of many plots. This helped Edinburgh to win Gold in
the Britain in Bloom competition.
The electronic Newsletter has appeared monthly since February and is
now more topical and attractive. It also saves a lot of money and eﬀort
in production and distribution. However, it requires members to sign up
to the Mailing List on our website to receive it. Currently 550 do so. The
Council cannot give us membership details but are now requesting
permission from new plot holders to pass their contact details on to us.
To accomodate members without access to the internet, site
representatives are asked to print it out and post it on noticeboards.

The online King’s Seeds trading scheme has doubled the amount of
trading, providing big savings to members and commission for site
associations. Also, the huge amount of paperwork has been removed.
The seed potato and onion sets trading scheme continues as before,
also providing savings and commission.
The Allotment Show has been suspended, saving us money and
allowing us to take a step back and decide what members really want.
We were unable to encourage any members to volunteer as auditors so
three committee members undertook to examine the accounts. The
committee accepted that, given the sums involved this was a
proportionate and suﬃcient safeguard.
Despite our best eﬀorts, many sites do not have functioning
committees, treasurers or even bank accounts, so it was decided to
withhold payment where it was not clear that there was proper
accountability. However, it was noted that there was a widespread
unwillingness to stand for oﬃce on site committees.

Another picture of Andy Crofts and Kathy Parker's winning plot.

Latest news from Edinburgh's
allotments

The Allotment Oﬃcer has given FEDAGA the following report:
The new Kirkliston site is oﬀ to a good start. A water supply will be
installed for the spring.
The new site at Barons Court will open at the end of the month. All plots
have been taken by locals who were on the Waiting List.
The baiting programme for a severe infestation of rats at Inverleith is up
and running.
All water taps are now turned oﬀ for winter.
Pathways on various (non organic) sites are being prepared for granular
weedkiller application.
Warriston and Saughton Mains will be aﬀected by external pathway
work. The upgrade at the lower fields at Warriston will provide an
opportunity for internal pathway work there. The remedial work to the
Water of Leith pathway at Saughton Mains will require access over a
couple of plots.
A big eﬀort is going in to dealing with substandard plots. There has
been some success in persuading struggling plotholders to give up a
full plot for a half plot.
Unfortunately, due to staﬀ leaving the Council Forestry Squad the
planned tree work will now not take place until the spring.
Trade Waste Bin uplifts are now suspended for the winter. New
recycling laws may aﬀect the uplift of materials from allotments.
Another disappointing piece of news was that the anticipated wall
repair programme would not now happen. However, the funds
earmarked for this can now be redeployed.
The following projects were agreed upon. New concrete water posts at
Carrick Knowe (5), Stenhouse (7), Cambridge Avenue (4) and Inverleith
(1); repairs to the path at Findlay Avenue; strimming and clearing the
vegetation around the perimeter of Claremont Park; a new gate for the
lower field at Warriston; and repairs to a section of fence at Restalrig.
Quotes are required for sleepers for Midmar and improvements to the
path approaching the West Gate at Inverleith. FEDAGA noted this area
is outside the site and should not be paid for from the allotment budget,
particularly as it was caused in part by the dumping of woodchip by an
unknown contractor. It was suggested that if the allotments budget is
used to improve this area, it should be fenced oﬀ for exclusive
allotment use. The Allotment Oﬃcer will approach the Parks
Department again to seek to have them pay for the repairs.

Tank toilets for allotments were discussed. The Allotment Oﬃcer will
look at installing one at Warriston, with Inverleith as an alternative site if
Warriston isn’t possible.

Spud News

Some of Rik's crop of Ambo potatoes, recently unearthed at Warriston.

The Potato Council has information for gardeners to help ensure they
grow healthy crops. This includes a download on how to identify blight
and minimise the spread of an infection - See more here. There is also
information about other potato diseases and why it is important to buy
from accredited suppliers. Worth a look.

What a treat! Perfect image of summer in Inverleith. Remember that?

Appeal for gardening help at
Carrick Knowe Primary

My name is Gillian Sanderson I am a class teacher from Carrick Knowe
Primary. I am contacting you with the hope of some expertise help. We
have been developing our school grounds and currently have 14 raised
beds one for each class, a Polytunnel and a bottle Greenhouse. We are
hoping to get these prepared to start utilising them. While we want to
try get the whole school involved and interested, not all teachers are
green fingered. I don't know if any of your members could spare an
hour or so to help us and to give us their hints and tips to the children
and teachers so they can continue to look after their raised bed.
If you are able to spare a little time and give advice, please contact
Gillian directly.

Please help a student's survey
on allotments

FEDAGA has been approached by a student doing an Honours
disertation on
allotments and she would like as many people as possible to complete
her survey to give her the data she needs.

Urban Egg Opportunity

Laura Strang writes:
"I am a student studying at Scottish Agricultural College in Edinburgh. I
am studying Rural Business Management. Part of my course involves in
a group producing a business plan. We are currently carrying out some
market research and was wondering if you could help us.
"Our idea is called Urban Egg. This will involve oﬀering a package to
people that live in the city and have a garden. It would provide them
with a hen hut and hens to allow them to have hens in their back
garden and have a fresh supply of eggs. There will be a variety of
packages with diﬀerent sizes of huts etc.
"We were wondering if allotments would also be interested in this, we
would deliver a hut (fox proof), hens, feeding, online support and this
would allow you to have chickens on the site and anyone on the
allotment can use the eggs, and use the hen manure as fertiliser?
"If this is something that sounds interested then we would be glad for
your view to include in our plan."
This sounds like an interesting plan and the independent sites have
already been alerted. Council managed sites unfortunately are unable to
keep livestock and so cannot participate, but if you have a garden and
are interested, please contact Laura directly.

Curriemuirend Park

This may be of interest to members living in the Juniper Green area. The
proposal to build houses on Curriemuirend Park has drawn a lot of
criticism. It had been hoped to develop allotments on the area. It is

possible that, even if part of the park is built upon, there can be some
allotment provision. If you are interested in helping to ensure that
allotments are created here please get in touch with Eric White directly.

All the best plots have pond life.

Apple Press

We have received an enquiry about the possibility of FEDAGA funding
an apple press for allotment holders who have an over-supply of
apples. This year has certainly brought a bumper crop.
Do you think it would be good to invest in an apple press that can be
used by member sites on a communal basis? Is there anyone who
knows of a second-hand apple press that could be bought at a good
rate? Let us know.

More allotment consultation

The Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill that was consulted
upon earlier in the year has grown and become the Community
Empowerment (Scotland) Bill. Don't start yawning: it will contain
important provisions that will aﬀect allotments for a long time into the
future. You may have felt you did your duty by contributing earlier, but
one thing has (inevitably) led to another and the Scottish Government is
back for more.
There is a page on our website that gives links to the relevant
government websites so you can see the results of the previous

consultation and contribute to the current piece of legislation. You can
also look at Section 4.3 which is the piece we are interested in. Please
do your civic duty.

Note the sedum roof on the shed.

Coming to your screens soon...

The BBC writes:
The Great British Bake Oﬀ inspired thousands of viewers to dust oﬀ
their oven mitts.
And now the BBC is hoping a new gardening show – called Grow,
Make, Eat: The Great Allotment Challenge – will do for cabbages and
cucumbers what Bake Oﬀ did for pies and pastries.
Presented by Fern Britton, the six-part series is expected to air on BBC
Two in early 2014.
The programme will see nine pairs of passionate gardeners putting their
green fingers to the test as they attempt to harvest a crop of vegetables
and fruits, ready to be judged by a panel of experts.
More information here.

...and finally: your new
FEDAGA Management
Committee for 2014.
Elected at the 2013 AGM:
President: Peter Wright (Lady Road)
Secretary: Ernie Watt (Cambridge Avenue)
Treasurer: Brian Bleakley (Midmar)
Management Committee members:
Gilbert Clark (Midmar)
Maureen Edwards (Lady Road)
John Gray (Warriston)
Rik Hart (Warriston)
Paul Kerr (Redhall)
Stuart McKenzie (Inverleith)
John McKinlay (Craigentinny)
Barbara Seel (Leith Links)
Peter Shaw (Saughton Mains)

A fond farewell...
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