February 2020: Celebrating
The Circular Economy

Recycled plates and hoses create decorative art (courtesy Pinterest)

Lady Road Archive Photo
Appeal
Lady Road Allotment Association is compiling an archive from
past allotment materials. Dave Barratt has a collection of
written records and is interested in gathering any photographs
that may be in existence of bygone days on the plot. Do you
know of any such pictures? If so, please send them to
peter.wrightmbe@btinternet.com.
The site was created in 1918 and documents extracted from
the City Archive record a series of challenges that have largely
continued to the present day.
In 1923 there was a complaint made to the Hostel for Women
Students regarding "numerous rabbits" entering the allotments
over the railway line. The cost of suitable fencing "would
probably be £10" and was rejected by the Council's Garden
Allotments Committee. The Public Parks Department agreed
to destroy the rabbits.
In July 1927 flooding at Lady Road allotments was raised by
the Secretary of FEDAGA's predecessor, the Edinburgh
Allotment Holders Association. The City Architect referred this
to the Burgh Engineer who advised the matter was being
attended to. In October 1927 a petition was submitted by the
tenants complaining of repeated flooding events and
contamination of crops with sewage. The EAHA requested a
return of rent which the Committee declined to entertain.
In 1930 the EAHA complain of further flooding events and the
Burgh Engineer recommends that tenants build a flood bank
along the side of the burn.
In December 1932 a letter is sent to LNER complaining of
damage to greenhouses from "apparently trespassers on the
adjoining railway line" throwing stones.
In 1933 the EAHA requested a piped water supply as "water
from the burn is very impure". The cost for a tap at the
entrance was £7, 13 shillings. This was initially rejected by the
Committee but in 1936 it was agreed that costs would be
shared with the EAHA and the water supply was installed.

A sunny day at Lady Road 15 years ago.

Spuds! Spuds! Spuds! Spuds!
Spuds! Spuds! Spuds!

Details of the Bridgend Potato Day as well as other events far
and wide across the country from Kelso to Dunblane and
Glasgow to Linlithgow can be found here.

Grounds For Optimism
Artisan Roast have contacted us oﬀering their coﬀee grounds
for use on allotment sites. This is beneficial for them and the
planet (no landfill) and us as it is a useful source of nutrition
and soil conditioner. For the lowdown, click here.
FEDAGA will be looking at making arrangements for the
delivery or collection of the coﬀee grounds and will contact
site representatives. Watch this space for further
developments.

Damn fine.

And The New Glysophate Is...
Gordon Greenfingers writes: A 'new' version of Roundup is
available on the shelves of Dobbie's garden centre and
Amazon. It comes in a bright plastic bottle and proclaims
'Glyphosate-Free' Speed Ultra. I was curious to see what the
active ingredient was, and I looked carefully at the small print.
It's acetic acid i.e. vinegar. The strength, 6 per cent, is roughly
the same as the stuﬀ we use in the kitchen.

Well, I guess any mild acid will kill annual weeds, especially
when applied in dry weather. It does say that it doesn't work
on perennial weeds. Looking at the comments on Amazon, it
doesn't work very well at all, although it is a traditional weedkiller used by a few people. Vinegar isn't very eﬀective as a
weedkiller but a lot of organic gardeners use it (mixed with a
detergent to help wettability). It will not be translocated to the
roots so it won't kill perennial weeds - and might only 'scorch'
the annual ones unless the weather happens to be hot and
dry.
There's further information about this in the Ecologist. The
article is from 2017 when the product was only available in
Austria. It contains a few interesting questions - such as why is
it still called "Roundup"? Answer: probably because people
might be more likely to buy it to kill weeds than they would if it
was called "Vinegar". And - quite seriously - although the
vinegar may be less harmful than glysophate, no-one knows
what potentially harmful ingredients are in the "detergent"
additive. At the end of the day there's no substitute for sheer
backbreaking double digging toil, is there? FEDAGA does not
condone the use of inorganic methods.

Dandelions are among the
weeds that would likely be
unaﬀected by the new
"Roundup".

Trading And FEDAGA Shop
News
It is anticipated that the seed potato delivery will be at the end
of February. Onion sets are in and being bagged up right now.
(Thanks, Willie!) Therefore the FEDAGA Shop will be open on
the Sundays of the 1st and 8th of March (2 to 3.30pm). It all
happens at Inverleith allotments (West Gate).
Once the delivery date is firmed up the Trading Secretary will
be in touch with site representatives to get volunteers to help
with the divvying up and taking away of site orders.

Jam Jars
Catherine Norman writes: I am hoping to find homes for my
jam jars rather than putting them into recycling bins.
Any interest in good shaped jam jars for jam/chutney/
marmalade making? I am happy to deliver by bike.
catherinenorman21@btinternet.com

Compost Deliveries - With A
Discount

It's time to spread compost on the ground to feed the coming
crops. FEDAGA has a deal with Caledonian Horticulture (a
division of Forth Resource Management, who process the
green waste that goes into domestic brown bins) for a £5
discount on each bulk bag. That's £30 per cubic metre bag.
The minimum order is 2 bags. For eﬃciency, it is
recommended that site associations arrange for deliveries. If
access to your site is restricted let them know as they now
have a larger lorry that might not be suitable for you and they
will need to use the older, smaller vehicle.
To place your order please call John Donaldson on 0131 339
5554 who will take your payment and confirm delivery details.
You might be interested in how the composting process works
and how it deals with issues such as contamination and
sterilisation. All is revealed in this short video.

Make A Date For The Show
This year the FEDAGA Edinburgh Allotment Show will be on
Saturday 12th September. We have yet to arrange a venue
but are exploring a few possibilities. We are also hoping to
revamp the format to improve and expand the event. In the
meantime, start planning your exhibits. Click here for further
information on show regulations and here and here for pictures
of past shows.

Cycle Facilities At Warriston
By accessing funding available via the Council and Sustrans
Active Travel initiative, allotment holders at Warriston now have
a choice of 5 cemented in hoops to which they can secure
their bikes. This facility, positioned in the car park, will easily
take 10 bikes at once and is an admirable addition to the site.

Scottish Tools Project
The Scottish Government has made funding available to
support small community organisations facing disadvantage to
improve their resilience. The Scottish Community Alliance
(SCA) whose aim is to represent and support the community
sector in Scotland secured this funding and Scottish
Allotments have been allocated a proportion to improve
resilience and address disadvantage in Scotland’s allotment
sites.
Good tools are essential for working an allotment but
purchasing them can be a considerable investment. It is hoped
that by providing gardening tools anyone, whatever their
financial circumstances, will be able to participate on an
allotment site.
Scottish Allotments will therefore use the funding to purchase
packages of good quality and long-lasting tools for use by
allotment plot holders. Allotment sites in disadvantaged areas
located in the top 20% of Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation (SIMD) areas are invited to apply for one of these
packages.

Apply for a tools bundle: Allotment associations are invited to apply
for a self-selected package of tools valued at £500. The tools must be
held communally on the allotment site in a secure area where any
member of the site can easily borrow, use and return them.
Packages will be allocated consisting of tools selected from the
following:
Wheelbarrow, Soil Miller and Handle, Spade (large, 32 inch), Spade
(medium, 28 inch), Fork (large, 32 inch), Fork (medium, 28 inch), Dutch
Hoe (5 inch), Draw Hoe, Soil Rake, Trowel, Hand Fork, Dibber, Bypass
Secateurs, Ratchet Secateurs, Tree Pruner and Telescopic Handle,
Hammer (7 lb), Hatchet.
Successful applicants will be asked to select from this list up to a value
of £500. Tools will be supplied to sites during April 2020.
Deadline for applications: March 31st 2020.
Eligibility Criteria: Sites do not require to be members of Scottish
Allotments and if successful will be awarded an annual membership for
the site.
To apply, your allotment association must be located in the top 20% of
disadvantaged areas according to the Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation (SIMD). Your association must also have a constitution and
elected committee and supply a named person who will manage the
process within their site.
How to apply: By e-mail to tools@sags.org.uk with the following
details:
Responsible person’s name, home address, e-mail and telephone
number/s,
Name and address of site and GPS coordinates if possible, and
SIMD classification of site area, available from http://simd.scot or from
your local council.

Selection Process: If the oﬀer is oversubscribed, selection will be by a
random draw.
Terms and conditions: All participants must agree to take part in
publicity that will take the form of a few photographs and some basic
site information to include in our newsletter and reporting to SCA and
potentially, the Press.
Each allotment site in receipt of the grant will be required to provide a
paragraph with an overview of how often the tools have been used and
by whom during the first six months.
Scottish Allotments will also ask the site representative after twelve
months site to produce a report of how useful the tools have been and
whether the experience could prove useful should a similar project be
run again. At this point, photos will be requested for use in a final
project report.

This project is
operated by SAGS The Scottish
Allotments and
Gardens Society, or
Scottish Allotments
for short. It follows
on from a successful
similar operation in
2018.
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