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November Wildlife Survey
Results

Pic: Jackie Jack (Warriston). Is that a tiny table or a giant fox?

Chris McKinnell of Lady Road writes: Our last wildlife survey
of the year in November suggests that birdlife was more
active, after a lull in the summer (see Table available via this
link). Birds have nished moulting now and are busy feeding
up for winter. Winter migrants were just beginning to arrive – a
lone Redwing rst spotted at Lady Road on the 22nd and they
were also seen at Cambridge Avenue. A group of 8 Blackbirds
was seen feeding on apples at Craigentinny on the 29th, and
it's quite likely some at least were new arrivals from
Scandinavia – yes, blackbirds are migratory too!
There were some notable mammal sightings - Pipistrelle bats
at Cambridge Ave, Grey Squirrel, Weasel and Woodmouse at
Craigentinny. Foxes seem to be ubiquitous, including a
handsome youngster photographed by Jackie at Warriston
(see photo), that is a regular visitor.

fl

fi

fi

fi

A ne specimen of Red Admiral butter y was spotted (either
feeding or sunbathing) on ivy at Lady Road on the 6th (the
last of the year?), and a late Small White caterpillar seen at

Craigentinny on the 23rd. Mike also spotted a House spider
(Tegenaria domestica) at Craigentinny – this one makes a
funnel web rather than the usual kind that we see.
It's been a traumatic year for many, but a special year for our
connection with nature. Many thanks to everyone who has
taken part in the surveys, to Ernie Watt, Mike Anderson and
Stewart Henderson for collating reports and to Fi Strathdee
and Jackie Jack for fab photos. The surveys seem to have
stimulated lots of awareness and interest in the wildlife
around us and prompted conversations and collaboration.
Let's hope that 2021 sees our lives returning to 'normal' – but
let's keep looking and listening!

Growing Locally
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Growing Locally is Edinburgh’s rst Food Growing Strategy.
Section 9 of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act
2015 requires all local authorities to develop such a strategy.
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Among the objectives will be to map the provision of food growing
opportunities in the city and take reasonable steps t

increase allotments and food growing sites for communities
which experience socio-economic disadvantage. The aim is to
support local communities to grow more within their own
neighbourhoods and to encourage growing in all its forms and
varieties. This will feed into the Scottish Government’s ‘Good
Food Nation’ work and forthcoming legislation. Among the
immediate bene ts will be to reduce "food miles" and increase
both awareness of healthy eating and land availability in the
city for food growing. The report can be read here.
The consultation runs until 18th January 2021. We would
encourage as many as possible to take the time to respond.
However, there is no point in suggesting this is a 5 minute
survey. It is lengthy and complex.
FEDAGA suggests that if you are responding it would be
helpful to point out that although it is good to recognise the
value of allotments, implementation of the Allotment Strategy
appears to be sadly underpowered. The report was written
prior to Covid and fails to recognise the changes in society
the pandemic has wrought: one being the massive increase in
numbers of people applying for an allotment, a resource that
is not growing to meet demand.
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The project is aimed at communities experiencing socioeconomic disadvantage. These challenging circumstances
brought allotments into being 100 years ago. The Council
seems to have dif culty in identifying and making available
suitable land, but a huge step forward could be made if, say,
the edges of golf courses were converted into productive
ground and derelict bowling greens were recomissioned.
Consultations on developing corners of parks seem to all too
easily fall foul of dog walking lobbies. And there's an awful lot
of "green desert" around high rises and older social housing
estates which basically does nothing other than add to the
general air of alienation. In fairness, it must be recognised the
Council cannot address this properly without suf cient and
sustained funding and leadership from government.
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Mass production of food to compete with supermarkets may never
happen but this is a different "holistic" approach that not only improves
diet but also provides physical exercise, gets you outdoors and pays
dividends for mental health. The project is certainly worthwhile but
requires more support and funding to achieve its aims. It would be
good if FEDAGA members show their encouragement by responding
to the survey

Ursula Wright of Portobello East Junction adds: The TED Talk
Eating Our Way Out of Climate Change by Professor Sarah
Bridle is really useful to watch while we are thinking about
Edinburgh’s Food Growing Strategy. (Click here to view.)
Basically after reducing our reliance on fossil fuels the best
thing we can do for the climate is to eat seasonally and locally
with a smaller percentage of animal based products in our
diet. I know that most of us at the allotment know that already
but this talk has some good visuals which hammer it home.
Sarah also has a book, Food and Climate Change Without
The Hot Air which takes the argument further. Did you know
food production accounts for a quarter of all greenhouse
gases? They are generated by fertiliser production, land

clearance, packaging and transport. All this can be mitigated by
growing locally - on your allotment

.


What My Allotment Means
To Me

From Carrick Knowe plotholder Kerry Houston's sketch pad. She says "The
allotment was a godsend to me in lockdown. I enjoyed taking my sketch pad down
there on sunny days as well as tending the beds. Stress gone!"

Jan Urquhart of West Mains writes: It was wonderful to have
the solace of my allotment during lockdown. Having resigned
from work in February to go traveling, I had plenty of time for
my plot. Tucked away from the fear and chaos, my mind was
soothed by the mindfulness of weeding. I was very concerned
that the site would be closed down due to Covid so every day

the site remained open felt like a bonus. Each mouthful of the
early spring harvests of rhubarb, sorrel and kale, seemed to
linger longer on the tongue than usual. The days leading up to
lockdown, were a frenzy of activity: sowing, planting and
structure construction. My peas and cabbages were in the
ground by March 24th, wrapped up in eece, just in case the
site was closed. They thrived in the glorious lockdown
weather!
Click here to read more "Pandemic Memories" from
members. Sadly, this is not over. You are invited to add your
impressions, observations, photos, poetry, paintings,
whatever. Send them to yearbook@fedaga.org.uk.
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Empty Kitchens, Full
Hearts... And Beetroot
Haggis

If you're looking for a good charity to support this Christmas
you can stay local and get to the heart of the matter by
donating to or volunteering for this extremely positive initiative
set up by out-of-work chefs to save surplus food and cook it
into something delicious for those who are experiencing
hardship. Read the backstory describing how it all came to
pass here and if you'd like to donate, click here.

Classified Section
Cath Norman has a Compost bin going a-begging
Details: Base diameter 75cm, top diameter 45cm. Original lid
has disappeared somehow, but there is a stand-in lid.
Delivery is not possible so you will need to pick up.
Interested? Email: catherinenorman21@btinternet.com

The Big Compost
Experiment

Do you bung biodegradable plastics into your compost bin in
the belief that all will be decomposed? The Big Compost
Experiment is a major study investigating how much of the
supposedly biodegradable plastic items that you are
encouraged to add into your home or allotment composting
bins are actually satisfactorily degraded. One early result
seems to be that certain hard plastic items such as cutlery
while in theory compostible will in fact only degrade in
industrial compost facilities where the temperature is
suf ciently high.
You can nd out more and take part here.
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Charlie Gent who is conducting an Environmental
Sustainability study thanks those of you who responded to the
appeal in last month's Newsletter. He got over 80 responses
which he says is fantastic and will be very useful.

From Our Own
Correspondents

Findlay Avenue's trolleys.

Findlay Avenue are now proud owners of a couple of trolleys
to enable materials to be carried up the long narrow path

leading from road to site.
Communal compost bins have been built by plotholders at
Victoria Park.
29 tonne bags of compost have been ordered by West
Mains. Remember - £5 discount per bag for allotment sites
from Caledonian Horticulture.
The pallets that have been requested are coming - but
applicants are asked to be patient. This is a generous
initiative by Jewsons and will be actioned at their
convenience.
4 kestrel boxes have been made by plotholders at Inverleith
which will be xed to trees surrounding the site. The idea is
that the birds will catch mice and voles - and any stray rabbits
that might be thinking of re-invading the site.
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Saughton Mains joins the list of sites experiencing ooding
with some topsoil washed away. Plots at the southern end
were a foot underwater. They are looking for a large
communal brazier to get rid of woody material that can't be
composted. Please get in touch if you know of one they could
have.

please ask for an invite.
FEDAGA wishes all of our members a Merry Little
Christmas and hopes that you will all stay safe. We all look
forward to an ef cient vaccine roll-out and an end to this
terrible pandemic in 2021.
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