November 2021: More "Blah
Blah Blah"

A Nepalese climate change protester in Kathmandu, Nepal (pic - Narendra Shrestha/EPA).

Keep Your Carbon In The Soil
Harry Pottager writes: "No Dig" is nothing new but with climate change
set to worsen there cannot be a better reason to keep your carbon in
the soil and out of the atmosphere. How you manage your allotment
may seem irrelevant, but every journey starts with just one step.
Digging the soil is bad for the planet. Our soils hold huge amounts of
carbon dioxide. By digging them we expose soil to the air and release
CO2 and other greenhouse gases. Improve soil and suppress weeds
instead by using mulches, weeding by hand and growing green
manures. Keep that carbon below the surface! (Thanks to Gardener's
World. This is one of their 12 ways to reduce your carbon footprint in
the garden feature.)
To discover more reasons why No Dig makes more sense than doubledigging everything every year you can do worse than read what Charles
Dowding has to say. This is invaluable advice especially for anyone
starting out, as it is more than likely your plot will be a bit out of control.
It is also worth the attention of experienced allotment holders as it is
just possible the way you've always done it just might not be the best
way. Have a look and see what you think.
In a nutshell, it is instructive to remember that the soil is a living
structure. You don't want to be continually cutting it up and disturbing
it. Let it be and it will bene t your crops to the max. Feed by layering
compost on top. Let the worms and other creatures of the soil do the
rest.

Your Essential Weekend Video Guide:
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Click on these links to see videos by Charles on
Start Out No Dig and
Balanced Compost Making.

Charles Dowding.

Toilet Talk
The old song goes "She sits among the cabbages and peas..."
But now it's the 21st century and human dignity is on the agenda.
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FEDAGA is once again engaged in addressing the standard of allotment
toilet facilities. In the past we had great success on a number of sites
and the years 2002 to 2006 saw the Council install 14 breeze block
composting toilets on 13 sites. (See list below.) We all look on with envy
at the plotholders of West Mains and Victoria Park who enjoy properly
plumbed in facilities complete with ushing water.

Sadly, the number of stalwart individuals plucky enough to volunteer for
maintenance duties here has diminished. Facilities on some of the
larger sites have had to be closed. FEDAGA President and Inverleith
Chairman Stuart MacKenzie comments: "The 'composting toilets'
simply couldn't cope with 100+ plotholders and rather than 'compost'
being produced they required a lot of soggy, disgusting woodchip and a
tray of... well, pee to be buried nearby. Little was evaporated, the loos
were simply being overwhelmed and not operating as expected."
The purpose of this piece is to nd out what people think about the
provision you have, pausing to salute the Saints of the Latrine who
volunteer to service and clean them. We also need to ascertain if you
want such facilities to be created if you currently have none. It seems
that there are still quite a few composting toilets being used - more than
we thought - but are they up to standard and are you happy using
them? Click here to respond.
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Opinions will be diverse due to the wide variety of circumstances we
each enjoy. Some people have access to a shed and are quite prepared
to use that to provide the necessary privacy. But some are on sites
such as Dumbryden which has a no-sheds policy (increasingly common
on the newer sites) and is overlooked by 4 storey residential blocks.
Dilemma!

Inverleith, like others, eventually had to close their loo because they
could not nd anyone to maintain the facility that was not composting.
Stuart McKenzie recalls digging holes nearby to dump the contents in.
"The loo never did what it should, simply due to the number of people
using it. I'm now concerned about the environmental implications of
past practises. But looking forward, are citizens in our capital city really
expected to pee in a bucket on what is a Council-run facility that they
pay for? Is this expected in theatres, golf courses, football pitches,
bowling greens, swimming pools? Of course not, so why allotments?
"As initiatives to reduce food miles, contribute to carbon-capture and
improve the environment and its ecology become ever more important,
shouldn't we be supporting allotment holders to at least give them
dignity in what everyone in our society expects as a basic right?"
Matters have got a lot worse in recent years with the closure of a great
many suburban public conveniences. This story could well run and run.
List of functioning composting toilets:
Ferry Road; Leith Links; Claremont Park; Restalrig; Findlay Avenue;
Midmar; Redhall; Stenhouse; Saughton Mains (2).
Uno cial prize for best toilet: Findlay Avenue. They even have paintings
on the wall.
No longer in use:
Warriston; Inverleith; Craigentinny; Bridgend (now a storage shed).
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Your allotment toilet could look like this (pic - NatSol).

Trading: Latest Update
Trading Secretary Alison Hewitt writes:This year's orders have been
received from 24 sites totalling just over £4700. Charlotte is the most
popular potato, as usual, with 124 bags having been ordered. Also, 360
bunches of leeks, nearly 200 garlic bulbs and over 200 Elephant garlic
cloves have been ordered. Thank you to all the sites who have ordered
and paid promptly. Most people managed to use the new form. We now
have contact details for people who are managing their sites orders and
I will check during the summer if they are still going to be doing it so
hopefully sites will get the information in a timely manner next year.
Only three items have had to be substituted. Dunluce early potatoes
failed and were to be replaced by International Kidney. However,
International Kidney are now sold out and will be replaced by Jazzy,
which is a shame. But don't despair. Jazzy is a really excellent potato
and won't disappoint. Red Biztro shallot will be replaced with Red Sun.
This is a problem with suppliers having sold out. Some varieties of
potato will be 2.5kg bags rather than 2kg as they have had to be
sourced from di erent suppliers but the price remains the same.
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The orders will be delivered to FEDAGA a little earlier than usual at the
end of January 2022. Details about collection will be given nearer the
time.

Dave works through the night sorting spuds for
FEDAGA members.

Proposed City Plan
Edinburgh Council have published their City Plan 2030 which contains
policies and proposals to guide development over the next decade.
We've had a brisk scroll through and have found details of the following
planned allotments or food growing areas:
▪

Clerwood, at Corstorphine Hill (0.24 ha.);

▪

Gypsy Brae, at West Shore Road (1.36 ha.);

▪

Fernieside, at Fernieside Drive (0.2 ha.);

▪

Little France, at Castlewood Avenue (0.7 ha.);

▪

Leith Links Seaward Extension (0.8 ha. including a small park); and

▪

Curriemuirend (allotment provision tied to housing).

What we didn't see was any recommendation to provide allotments or
food growing areas within housing developments, a proposal promoted
by FEDAGA in the past. There's a lot to digest and we haven't read all
208 pages yet but this was once a stated intention and led to the
creation of the Newcraighall site.
On page 119 you can nd reference to a biodiversity policy. We will
remind the Council that allotments have been found to have the
greatest amount of biodiversity in cities. Two birds, one stone! More
allotments, more biodiversity. Into the bargain, a reduced waiting list
and happier, healthier citizens - bingo!
Click here to read the full document. If you'd like to see ancilliary
documents and details of consultation events then click here.
The closing date for your feedback is 20th December.
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"I can remember when all this were allotments, squire."

Is There A Shred Of Interest
In This?
In a bid to encourage less (CO2 emitting) burning the Council's
Allotment O cer has been approached to see if he would be
able to facilitate a forestry worker and shredder for a day. The
purpose of this would be to tour around allotment sites and
shred up branches and woody material that might be
otherwise be burned.
Alan Gordon at West Mains has kindly o ered to organise this.
He says: "It would require someone at each chosen site to be
free on the day to open the gate and the wood pile to
be readily avialable and of the correct maximum size. The
chippings would then be left for the site to use on paths or as
mulch. If there is interest I would then approach forestry
companies."
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If you would like to register your interest, please contact Alan
at alangordon101@hotmail.co.uk.

The Allotment O cer will be turning the taps o mid-month as the
forecast is for colder weather now.
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Just in time for North eld, who after an 8 year wait have nally
managed to get a trickle of water out of their belatedly installed tap.
Regular readers will have followed this story avidly, no doubt. It's a
suspenseful tale, with twists and turns aplenty. The latest false ending
saw the Scottish Water inspection fail. When the tap was turned the
ow diminished to a pathetic trickle and then stop. More repairs have
allowed a modest dribble. It looks like there may yet be a leak
somewhere. Engineers now have the winter to get to the bottom of it.
This saga is now assuming legendary proportions.
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Water News

Last Call For Grant
Applications
There are 3 applications in for the grants available from
FEDAGA's Gilbert Clark Fund. Sites have until 15th December
to put in their bids. Further information can be found here.

Training And Advice
Maybe you've recently taken on an allotment and are wondering just
how best to tackle it. There are lots of books and online advice
available but why not go to the top (RHS and RBGE) for your
education?
The RHS Level 2 Certi cate in the Principles of Horticulture is ideal for
anyone interested in horticulture and keen to expand their knowledge.
The course will start in January. All you need to know can be
found here.
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The RBGE Certi cate in Practical Horticulture focuses on essential skills
and horticultural techniques. The course starts in February.
Click here for further information.

If you're interested in nding out more about medicinal plants there's a
course for you, too. The Certi cate in Herbology kicks o in February,
too. Click herefor details.
Or maybe you'd be interested in a Certi cate in Botanical Illustration.
Two start dates, in January and March. Details here.
Finally, there's a free online Plants and Climate Change course. You can
start here.
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Learning how to do it properly (pic - RBGE).

Victoria Park Phase 2

What do you think?

1 Do you think that extending the allotments in Victoria Park to
include the central bowling green is a good idea? YES/NO
2 Please tell us why you think it is/is not a good idea?
3 100% of the allotment plots will go to people on the allotment
waiting list, many of which are local. Is this a good idea? YES/NO
4 Do you think there should be a hedge/fence between the new
allotment extension and the bowling green? YES/NO
5 Any other comments? If you would like to be contacted about
your response, please give your contact details. Name. Contact
Number. Email address. Postcode. Thank you!

Topsoil O er
Angela Pllu of Balfour Beatty writes: We are working at the
Edinburgh Botanical Gardens and have a large quantity of
surplus good quality topsoil and were wondering if you, or any
of your gardens would be interested in it? We are hoping to
nd a more sustainable home for it than land ll capping.
Contact - 07935 074 608 angela.pllu@balfourbeatty.com
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And Finally, At The End Of
The Day...
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What do you think? email angus@elgt.org.uk

...there is the pleasure of using the FEDAGA Apple Press to
make apple juice to ferment cider to enjoy at the 2022
Inverleith Tattie Boiling. It's important to have something to
look forward to as we sink into the depths of winter. Chin up!
PS - Last month's notice on Scotland Grows online magazine
omitted the link. It is - https://scotlandgrowsmagazine.com
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