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Stenhouse pics: Margaret Williamson.

Stenhouse Allotments
Community Wildlife Garden
Margaret Williamson writes: Before lockdown the Stenhouse
committee talked about devoting some space at Stenhouse
allotments to wildlife. We wanted a pond and some aquatic
plants to attract frogs and toads who, hopefully, would help
keep the resident slug population under control. It would make
good use of the corner of a plot facing the entrance which was
full of perennial weeds and has always been a challenge to
cultivate.
We applied to the FEDAGA small grants scheme for funding
and were delighted to be awarded funds to cover the cost of
the pond, some protective netting and a range of aquatic
plants. We got a digging team together and the pond came to
life. We stocked it with frog spawn and it is now ful lling its
purpose. The picture above shows just one of the new
inhabitants spotted last week.
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The FEDAGA funded pond is on the left of this picture.

We are now ready to get started on site and have a contractor
lined up to help us. There isn’t much to see yet – we covered
the area with cardboard and black plastic to control weeds
while we did the planning and preparation.
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The process of applying is simple. There are rounds of funding
every 3 months and as well as explaining the purpose of the
nding and the bene ts you expect from it, Tesco ask for the
location of your local store. The grants are managed by
Groundwork and you can nd all the information you need if
you click here.
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However, we realised what we really wanted was a bigger
space that would be a community garden where plot holders
could come together in ne weather and that would be a
haven for pollinators, especially the bees inhabiting the new
beehives on the site. Ian Woolard kindly gave us permission to
use more of the plot and we applied to Tesco Bags for Life
scheme for £1500 to create an additional pond, a seating area
and a wildlife garden. We heard nothing for a year but earlier
this year we were thrilled to be awarded £1000 to put our
project into action.

Trading Scheme: Deadline Is
Nigh
You have until Friday 22nd October to get your order in to
your local site representative for this year's bumper crop of
goodies available from the FEDAGA Trading Scheme. That'll
be seed potatoes, onion and shallot sets, garlic bulbs and leek
seedlings.
As detailed last month there are new varieties available and we
are using a new supplier, Clydesdale Trading Society who we
have sourced the Lancelot leek seedlings from for the past
couple of years. As this is a new arrangement the deadline is a
little earlier than usual - so don't get caught out. Order today.
Click here for details and an order form. Please make your
payment to your site association - not FEDAGA.
This is where FEDAGA membership really pays dividends.

FEDAGA Funding For Your
Site
The Gilbert Clark Foundation is administering the FEDAGA
Small Grants Scheme - and it is again open for business. As
detailed above, Stenhouse is but one of the many allotment
sites who have bene ted from nancial aid to make
improvements. FEDAGA is keen to enable you to bring your
plans to fruition.
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All the details you need and the application form can be found
here. The closing date is the 15th of December.

Potato Day To Return Next
Year
Good News! You will be pleased to hear that Borders Organic
Gardeners are planning to run Potato Day again next year after
the forced cancellation earlier this year due to the pandemic.
The Borders Organic Gardeners Potato Day and Green Fair
is scheduled for Sunday 6th March 2022. The venue is, as
usual, the main hall of the Border Union Agricultural Society
Show Ground, Springwood Park in Kelso, now known as the
Border Events Centre.
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Due to the pandemic the event will be di erent to previous
years with more circulation space and measures to alleviate
the initial rush when the doors open. The organisers are
planning to do everything to make sure the event will be safe
to attend.

Scran Academy Needs You
Scran Academy is a charity working in Edinburgh that
supports disadvantaged young people using food and catering
to provide con dence and empowerment. They run a hamper
campaign each year and include chutney, which needs loads
of apples and other veg – preferably marrows or green
tomatoes.
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They are putting a call out to all allotment holders to see if
we’ve got suitable things they could use that are going to
waste. They could provide an excellent home for them! If
you're interested in helping out and would like to give your
excess a good home contact Will Bain at Scran Academy.

You might be interested in a recently launched digital
gardening magazine, Scotland Grows. Now in its 8th issue, it
provides a fresh take on all things gardening. They say they
are intended for all gardeners, from the novice to the
"seasoned allotment holder". That'll be you, then.
The magazine is produced in Scotland for Scots, so you don't
have to do the arithmetic to translate south of England
planting times to suit local conditions. Stories are relevant to
Caledonian cultivators. Another good reason for canny Scots
to give it a go is it's free.
Issue No.8 leads on COP26, and contains features on saving
seeds, composting and welcoming wildlife. One click on
"subscribe" will have Scotland Grows landing in your inbox
and it should enrich your gardening experience.
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Update From The Allotment
O cer

Council Allotment Windfall
Further to last month's unexpected announcement of a oneo £10K award to the allotment department, we hear details of
how this will be spent. The Allotment O cer is minded to use
it to provide (a) shredders and (b) water butts for use on
communal buildings. This will aid with (a) composting and
limiting the number of bon res and (b) reducing the amount of
water drawn from the public supply. A bid for fruit trees for
North eld has been noted.

Ongoing Improvements
The Allotment O cer continues to liaise with FEDAGA on how
best to use his budget. Currently, he is looking at renewing
fencing at Midmar, Inverleith and the area of Warriston by the
Water of Leith. This section is claimed to have the oldest
allotment fencing in town. Other urgent items include further
work on the communal chalet at Saughton Mains and the
usual run of water pipe repairs.

New Sites
Newcraighall and Piershill Square have completed their rst
growing season. It is hoped that "phase 2" of Victoria Park will
be developed with the conversion of a further derelict bowling
green and a new site at Preston eld, with an estimated 16
plots at each location. FEDAGA and Murray eld Community
Council continue to press the Council to reinstate the former
Pansy Walk site at Balgreen. We have the support of the Lord
Provost in this e ort. Sadly, it now seems that the proposed
site at the former Lismore Primary School in Duddingston will
not be going ahead but on the other side of the city there may
be a chance that allotments at Gypsy Brae can be created
instead.

Flooding
Once again, Lady Road has been ooded. The Allotment
O cer is working with the site association towards a solution
and is investigating the purchase of materials to assist in this.
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Wildlife Projects

Flooding
Once again, Lady Road has been ooded. The Allotment O cer is
working with the site association towards a solution and is investigating
the purchase of materials to assist in this.

Wildlife Projects
Two projects will be taken forward this winter at Baronscourt and
Stenhouse.

Rent Increase
This year's rent increase will be taking the cost of a full plot to £132 - an
extra £6. Half plot rents will rise by £3. Due to subdivision of full plots
and provision of extra growing space there are now over 1600
plotholders on Council allotments.

Fire and Water
Bon res will be permitted again until the 30th of April after another
successful prohibition period over the growing season. The water taps
will be turned o at the end of October. This timetable may be varied in
view of forecasts of frost.

Rules and Regulations
These will be sent out to all allotment holders soon.

Volunteering Opportunity
FEDAGA has been contacted by Foursquare - a charity
helping homeless people - for assistance in taking forward a
gardening project in the Old Town. They are looking for
support and advice in developing their growing space now
they have secured funding for equipment and materials. None
of them are gardeners. Could you dig them out?
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Contact Pat MacKinnon at patm@foursquare.org.uk.

Correction And Clari cation
Corner
An error crept in to the listing of winners in the Virtual Show.
For the record: Third Prize in Category 2 (Peas) goes to Heidi
Oguntke of Claremont Park.
Click here to view the corrected list of winners' entries.

Heidi's prize peas.
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