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Wildlife Watch in August
I wrote last month that July was a very quiet month for birds and as if by magic they reappeared at the start of August. But
all went quiet again after a couple of weeks. So most of these
birds I spotted in the first half of the month. Sadly, the Swifts
disappeared in the middle of the month. It seems fewer are
coming, they are arriving later and leaving earlier. I miss their
frenetic screeching.
Birds spotted: Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue Tit, Chaﬃnch, Coal
Tit, Crow/Rook, Dipper, Goldfinch, Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Great Tit, Hedge Sparrow, House Sparrow, Long-Tailed Tit,
Magpie, Robin, Song Thrush, Swift, Tree Creeper, Wood
Pigeon, Wren.
Chris.

Long Tailed Tit.

Trading Scheme - Details
Brian Bleakley, Trading Secretary, writes:
This year we are oﬀering the following potatoes, onions and
shallots and I require your order by 15th October please. All
bags are 2.5kg except where indicated at 2kg. The onions and
shallots are bags of 500g. Potatoes are priced at £3 a bag.
Onions and shallots cost £2. A discount of 50p per bag of
potatoes and 25p per onion/shallot order shall be returned to
your allotment for your funds. Please tell me if you do not wish
substitutions should a variety be unavailable.
Orders are organised on a site basis so ask your site
representative take your order. Cash is required with your
order. The delivery will be in the third week of February. This
year we are oﬀering:
Potatoes.
First Earlies - Casablanca, Duke of York, Pentland Javelin,
Lady Christl, Colleen (Organic), Red Duke of York.
Second Earlies - Vivaldi (2kg), Kestrel, Wilja, Nadine.
Main Crop - Cara, King Edward, Pink Gypsy, Picasso, Rooster
(2kg), Setanta, Maris Piper.
Salad - Jazzy (2kg), Charlotte, Pink Fir Apple.
Onions.
Red Karmen, Sturon, Stuttgart.
Shallots.
Golden Gourmet, Red Sun.

The Edinburgh Allotment
Show
Saturday 14th September at the Methodist Central Hall, 26
Nicholson Square, Edinburgh EH8 9BX.
Open for registering and staging exhibits: 9am - 12 noon,
Open to the public 2 - 3.30pm.
The Annual Allotment Show is a not-to-be-missed event for
Edinburgh plot-holders. It is a chance to meet fellow
allotment-holders and exchange ideas and tales. Here are the
attractions:
~ You can exhibit your best veggies, fruit and flowers and
perhaps win a prize or even a trophy. See the FEDAGA web
site for the classes, tips and rules, or ask your site FEDAGA
rep.
~ You like cooking your produce? Try the section From Plot to
Plate. Enter your jam, chutney, apple pie and more.
~ Got kids? Bring them with you. They can enter the
competition Family at the Allotment, Veggie Monster, Miniature
Garden and more.
~Sick plants? Bag them and bring them along and let’s see
what’s wrong with them.
~ Expecting surplus apples again? See the FEDAGA Apple
Press and make a booking for it. Make juice or cider.
~ Like tomatoes? For the first time we are having a tomato
tasting. You are invited to bring along named varieties of
tomatoes for people to taste. This is not a competition, but a
gathering of information.
~Something entirely diﬀerent. We are inviting you to submit
poems (but not exceeding 200 words - rhymes, limericks,
haiku etc.). The topic must be allotments. This year, it is not a
competition but just fun; if successful it may be a competition
next year. We’d like to publish the best on our web site.
You should be able to find further details and entry forms here.
We hope to see you!

Dundee Trip - Last Few Seats
This is a perfect day out for allotment holders. A luxury coach
will take FEDAGA members and their partners/spouses to the
Show on Saturday 7th September.
FEDAGA will subsidise the cost of travel to the show reducing
the price of a return ticket to £6 per person. The coach will
leave from Waterloo Place around 10am and return from the
show around 4pm. A small number of seats remain.
If you fancy a great day out in good company please send an
e-mail with your name, allotment site and number of tickets
required to dundee@fedaga.org.uk. Successful applicants will
receive details of the payment process and information about
the coach journey.
Tickets for the Festival are £12 (concession £11).

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 22nd October at 7pm.
Southside Community Centre, 117 Nicolson Street, EH8
9ER.
Nomination papers have been sent out to site associations
and representatives. The Draft Agenda should be displayed on
noticeboards. All allotment holders benefit from being part of
well organised and active communities. Participating in your
site association and the Federation can be fun, good for you
and constructive. Please consider "becoming the change you
wish to see" and get involved.
We must always be alive to the need to protect and promote
our allotment community. This could start at the FEDAGA AGM
in October. We are a voluntary organisation and we depend on
our members to step up to operate successfully. Please
consider if you could play a more active part.
We would especially hope for as many site associations as
possible to be represented on the Management Committee.
There is currently a fairly good spread of sites large and small.
But the mix could be spread more evenly if a few hitherto
unrepresented sites put people forward.
Nominations should be with the Secretary by Tuesday 1st
October. If you cannot access the papers on your site contact
her directly at committee@fedaga.org.uk to express your
interest. Nominations can also be taken "from the floor" on the
day.
We hope you can participate in the enjoyment of the Allotment
Show in September and then again at the AGM the following
month which will determine the future of allotment activity into
2020 and beyond.
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