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A beautiful image sent in by Sarah Martin of Restalrig.

Virtual Show Winners
Revealed
Show Secretary John Grace writes: The results are in. Liz
Grace gets the most points overall (four firsts). Some of the
most competitive individuals didn't enter this year, but there
were quite a few 'newbies'.
Special mention to Janet Martindale for her Best In Show
onions and also Sarah Martin's spiral of tomatoes: the most
beautiful entry but sadly disqualified as it didn't meet the rules.
It does, however, make an eyecatching image for the top of
this issue.
The judge congratulated everyone for their eﬀorts and
remarked that there were some fine entries. To view all the
winners click here.

The Best In Show was won by Janet Martindale of Claremont Park.

The Armageddon Flood
Peter Wright writes: An "Armageddon Flood" of water and
sewerage hit Lady Road in the early hours of 12th August.
Parts of the site which had never seen flooding in living
memory were submerged. The Allotment Oﬃcer is arranging
for a skip to remove the mountain of debris taken out of the
grillage and burn.
Some plot holders are very dis-spirited as we cannot expect
any change in the flooding scenario from the Council, Scottish
Water, or SEPA who all have responsibility to manage these
matters. We have had soil and vegetable samples analysed for
e-coli etc. Guidelines are issued on the harvesting and
washing, all with the help of the Council.
The Pow Burn runs through the site and the flooding problem
has been ongoing since the allotments were opened over 100
years ago. The archives record several complaints over the
years from plot holders complaining about flooding and raw
sewerage.
All plot holders are aware of the problem when they get a plot.
We try to split plots so that half is in the flood area with the
other half above the water line. The general feeling of plot
holders is to complain but not too much otherwise the Council
will go for the easy solution and close the site.
10 years ago I designed, costed, programmed and produced a
proposal to erect a reinforced brick wall alongside the main
path next to the burnside plots. This would give a 3m wide 1m
high flood channel with no water and sewerage on the plots.
The cost 10 years ago was around £300K and no one wanted
to fund that.
The downside is that the plots would not act as a catchment,
soakaway and flood plain and thus more water at a faster rate
would enter the ducts under Lady Road. The ducts are one of
the limiting factors (among others) in getting rid of the flood
water. The result being flooding out through the site gate onto
Lady Road under the bridge. This has happened at least twice
to my knowledge. And the general public would be very
unhappy with raw sewerage, toilet paper, et al, on the road at

Cameron Toll.
Based on the reported height of the last flood I would need to modify
the design to take into account the extra height and side forces. Thus
the cost could well be £0.5M.

A previous, lesser, flood at Lady Road. The latest flood peaked during
the hours of darkness, but debris indicates the corrugated iron in the
picture was submerged this time. (pic: Peter Wright)

The Apple Press
The FEDAGA Apple Press is trundling out on tour again. First
stop Cambridge Avenue.
If you'd like to arrange to get hold of the press please get in
touch.
The press is quite heavy and will require ideally two people to
lift it into and out of the boot of a car, although if you're strong
and fit one person can manage it taking good care. FEDAGA
expects users to clean the equipment after use so that it is in a
good usable state for the next person.
This year seems to have been an especially good one for
apples. The early hot weather followed by copious quantities
of rainwater seems to have done the trick.

Bits And Pieces
Allotment Bonds
A member from Inverleith with experience of fund raising for
community projects gave a presentation to FEDAGA and
Council oﬃcials at a recent Allotment Strategy Working Group.
This is a proposal for Community Investment Bonds to
facilitate the creation of future allotment sites. The need for
this has again been underlined by the explosion of interest in
allotments during the pandemic. In Edinburgh enquiries are
running at 120 a month, an 8-fold increase (*) on previous
years. The total now stands at 3300. Let's hope the Council
picks the initiative up.

First Aid Kits
Distribution of FEDAGA's First Aid Kits has been delayed due to the
coronavirus. All sites in regular touch with us have had theirs since last
year but we gave the Allotment Oﬃcer the remainder so he could hand
them out on his site visits. He has undertaken to ensure all are with site
reps and available to members as soon as possible. Already they have
come in handy as we hear of a cluster of minor accidents at Ferry
Road, which were successfully treated with the kits.
Maintenance Update
FEDAGA meets regularly with the Council's Allotment Oﬃcer to help
target his eﬀorts where our members need it the most. This year has
presented a great many more obstacles but progress is slowly being
made. We hope to ensure that the most pressing items are addressed
before the end of the year.
Rules and Regulations
Another Covid Casualty. The Council is again looking at the responses
to the consultation from earlier in the year. They report generally
positive feedback but some work will still need to be done to analyse
comments which are often contradictory. FEDAGA is pushing for this
seemingly never-ending procedure to reach a conclusion as until we
have fit-for-purpose regulations it will continue to be diﬃcult to
eﬀectively address problems that arise.
( * Correction: Last month this was erroneously referred to as 10-fold.
Close but not accurate. Whatever the number, the message is we need
more allotments.)

Bonfires On Allotment Sites

The lock-down ban on fires has greatly improved the air quality
for both plotholders and residents living nearby our sites.
Many of you have commented on how much more pleasant it
is without bonfire smoke blowing across their plot. Many
others have asked whether the ban could be lifted so that
you’re able to dispose of diseased plant material and woody
prunings.
After consultation with the Council Allotment Service it has
been agreed that the ban will be lifted from the 1st October
until 30th April every year.
Outside these dates no fires are allowed.
You are reminded of the current rules –
▪ Generally, plant material and weeds should be composted
on site.
▪ Plotholders my burn only plant material arising from the plot
itself, such as diseased plants and excessively woody material
that cannot be composted.
▪ No material may be brought on to the site for burning and no
synthetic materials, plastics, paper, treated wood, metals or
other non-plant material may be burned. Burning synthetic
material and treated wood may give rise to toxic and
carcinogenic smoke as well as polluting the soil.
▪ Plotholders are required to give consideration to other
plotholders when choosing where and when to have a bonfire,
and must not leave the fire untended.

Allotment Anthotypes
Hannah Ayre of Craigentinny writes: I’m an artist who has
recently been combining my interests in making stuﬀ and
growing stuﬀ. I’ve been using plants from my plot to create
images called anthotypes. This is an early form of photography
which uses light sensitive plant material to create images. The
technique was developed 200 years ago, yet is still relevant
today as a sustainable art form. I was commissioned by an
arts organisation in the West Midlands to make a short film
about the process. Watch it here. It begins in my
neighbourhood of Leith and travels to my allotment at
Craigentinny where I demonstrate how to make anthotypes.
Find out more here.

AGM: Alternative
Arrangements
The FEDAGA Constitution requires that the following happens
at the AGM:
The President presents the annual report;
The Treasurer presents the annual accounts, examined by two
named committee members; and
Nominated oﬃce bearers and committee members are
elected.
This year it will not be possible to bring members together
physically and it has been agreed that although possible it
would not be practicable to invite members to a virtual Zoom
meeting. It has been decided to circulate the necessary
paperwork via e-mail to all members in the October Newsletter
to allow - this year only (hopefully) - an "e-mail AGM".
All oﬃce bearers and all committee members (bar one) have
agreed to serve for a further year.
These proposals have been circulated to all aﬃliated site
associations. As yet, there are no objections. These are
challenging times and FEDAGA believes that this is the best
way for a voluntary body with minimal resources to proceed.
The Nomination papers have been e-mailed to the committee
and site representatives. Please would everyone who has
received nomination forms, complete them and return them to
the FEDAGA Secretary before the end of September.

And Finally...
The Covid Memories or "What My Allotment Means To Me In
A Pandemic" project is still receiving contributions. The total
now stands at over 30. You can read them by clicking here.
This is an opportunity for you to reflect upon how your
allotment has helped during these diﬃcult days. The idea is
that it will form a permanent record for future generations. It's
not too late to jot something down.
And last, but not least, there are already 2 applications in for

©2020 FEDAGA | FEDAGA, Edinburgh, Scotland

