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SASA's Graham Hall (3rd from left) shows FEDAGA Potato Club members around the trial fields at
Gogarbank.

Engaging Albeit Rather Muddy
Visit To SASA.
On Friday 30th June FEDAGA made our third visit to SASA, the Scottish
Government's Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture
establishment on the western outskirts of Edinburgh. Regular readers
will be aware that we have hooked up with SASA to explore the
wonderful world of "Heritage Potatoes". Members of the Potato Club

are growing random samples from their "seedbank" of over 1200
varieties to see if there are any forgotten gems in there. It's fair to say
that we have found out why many have been justifiably forgotten, but
there are a few glints of gold and we are finding some that suit
particular palates and are re-establishing a fan base. One happy club
member reports he has found the best-tasting tattie ever.
Appreciation of the humble spud can be a very personal pursuit. It was
even asserted that a little scab can be a good thing: it doesn't
necessarily have to be removed from the tuber as it can add a little
crunch to a baked potato!

Some of the gang - not Glastonbury, but Gogarbank. (pic: Stuart McKenzie)

The hive of industry going on at Gogarbank to protect food security (it's
not just potatoes, you know) is quite staggering. There's far too much
information to even begin to do justice to it here. If you want to know
more go to their website.
Our visit coincided with the final exams for potato inspectors who have
to know their varieties (by tuber, stem, leaf and flower) and disease
(ringrot, brownrot, blackleg, leafroll and more - much more). They are
the folks who go out into the fields and check on the health of seed
potatoes, thus ensuring the crops stay viable into the future. Suﬃce to
say, after another steady 36-hour downpour (in the wettest June in

Edinburgh on record) the fields were beginning to take on quicksand
characteristics. FEDAGA is pleased to report that everyone got out
safely.
The next stage is to see what this year's varieties throw up. Club
members will soon be sent a questionnaire which will feed information
back to SASA. For us, it's just a bit of fun, but we are contributing to
the information held on the potato varieties that are curated by SASA.
Genetic diversity is key in protecting food security - and we all want
interesting and tasty food, don't we? Look out for an invitation to get
involved early next year.

Carrot: Tops!

The evidence.

Plotholders who read my February item on how to avoid their carrots
being decimated by carrot fly might be interested in the proof of the
pudding or to be precise the benefit of extra high beds. As I wrote you
needn't go to the trouble of sourcing metal drums. A high bed (3 foot
high) made from recycled wood will do just as well.
As you can see the carrots and the growing foliage are completely free
of any sign of fly.
The carrots are Nantes 5 (the variety is irrelevant to the results) so a
"fingerling" type carrot about 5 inches long, but sweet and delicious!
So if you have been bemoaning the deprivations of those pesky flies
this summer, surely building this type of bed is a worthwhile job for the
winter.
John McKinlay
Craigentinny

Open Day: 6th August. Click here for their website.

1st, 2nd and 3rd September. Click here for more details. But don't go
on the 2nd. Come to the Edinburgh Allotment Show instead!

Edinburgh Council, After The
Election

Cllr.Lesley Macinnes

Edinburgh was the last Council to settle on an administrative
arrangement after the May elections. The SNP are the largest party (1
ahead of the Tories) and have formed a minority administration with
Labour, doubtless hoping for Green support when required. FEDAGA
has developed good working relations with the former Transport and
Environment Deputy Convenor, Adam McVey, and have sent
congratulations to him on his elevation to Council Leader. T&E former
Convenor Lesley Hinds has retired. Her successor is Lesley Macinnes
and she now has responsibility for the Council's allotments.
Ms. Macinnes has agreed to attend the Edinburgh Allotment Show to
award the prizes. We look forward to making the case for allotments in
the city to her and her colleagues in the near future. First objective: get
the proposed site at the former Lismore Primary School up and running.

Taking Things Forward

With the Council election over FEDAGA is anticipating a quickening of
tempo as policy makers and administrators focus on implementing the
third Allotment Strategy document. We intend to bring the plotholder's
voice to the table before decisions are made. To this end, we are hoping
that the Allotment Strategy meetings can recommence soon as they
seemed to go into hibernation prior to polling.
In the meantime FEDAGA President Stuart McKenzie has met with Ian
Woolard, the Allotment Oﬃcer, to chat things over. His report to
FEDAGA was summarised in the Minutes of the June meeting.
The work to deal with problem trees is ongoing, but as progress is
made fresh problems arise. At Warriston the willow plantation that was
developed 20 years ago to cover a boggy patch has started to collapse
after the exceptionally dry spring. It seems as the ground dried and
contracted it forced the roots upwards. Some trees are leaning at
dangerous angles and one actually fell close to a plotholder. It was
fortunate no-one was injured.
It has been agreed that where trees are pruned or felled small branches
will be chipped on site and left for plotholders to use. (Tip: if you have
grassy paths you can save yourself a lot of eﬀort by covering them with
a good 4 to 5 inch layer of woodchip which will last for years. Hey
presto: no more strimming.) Larger branches and trunks will be left for
those with wood burning stoves and, where permitted, bonfires. (Wood
ash is a great fertiliser for fruit, but don't apply it fresh.)
Safety is joined by security at the top of our list of items of interest. At
West Mains, a Council contractor cut back shrubbery that had hidden
the solar panel on the toilet block roof. Once exposed to passers-by, it
didn't last long. Perimeter fencing here has since been strengthened.
It would seem that Trade Waste bins are much in demand as the third
such theft has been reported. This time Restalrig was left bereft. The
Allotment Oﬃcer has undertaken to secure a replacement and also get

the contractors to tighten up their uplift schedule as they have been
missing sites or turning up erratically.
Finally: good news. With the receipt of subscription money from the
Council, the FEDAGA Treasurer has been able to distribute funding
covering subscriptions and dividends from the Potato and Onion
trading scheme and Kings Seeds. It has been agreed that, with
FEDAGA's finances in good order, a motion proposing an increase in
funding to site associations will be put to the AGM. (Date for your diary:
24th October).
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